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Behind the Scenes 
with Debra Roy …  

 
     Wow, the 2008 Annual Fund Drive has been outstanding!  
It’s really fantastic to see so much continued support and 
equally fantastic to see many new contributors!  Thank you.  
With these funds, we can carry on operating as an arts 
center offering fine cultural and entertaining events and grow 
our endowment.   It is inspiring to see this vast support and I 
want you to know that the Center is here to help keep the 
arts alive for our community and beyond. 
     We also rely on our volunteers – everyday - and because 
we can never say thank you enough, we now have a new 
volunteer section on the website.  It is a small way to thank 
our tried and true volunteers.  It lists everyone from 
committee members, to actors and stage crew, to gallery 
managers, ushers, café attendants and more.  Take a look, if 
you don’t see your name listed – let me know – you are 
meant to be there!   See pictures of volunteers having fun!  
Look for volunteer opportunities and a sign-up sheet.  
Remember - we want to know what you want to do.   
     I am so excited about the programs and events scheduled 
for 2009!  As a result of the hard work of our Programming, 
Season, Visual Arts,  and Music committees, the year will 
have something for everyone.  Come enjoy! 
 

- Debra Roy, Managing Director 
674-2007 

 
 

�����������	�
�������������	�
�������������	�
�������������	�
��� ���
�
��
����������

Editors - Joan Fuess & Shirley Neiss����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

 

�������
����	������������	���������
����	������������	���������
����	������������	���������
����	������������	�� ����

��������� ���	������
� �
Administrative News page 2 

Squire Jacob / Youth page 3 

Circle Theatre Players page 4 & 5 

Visual Arts/ Sundays at the Center page 6 

Special Events / Interest Groups page 7 

Fund Development page 8 

Business Support  page 9 

More News… page 10 

2009 SLCA Calendar page 11 
 

         

RETURN ENGAGEMENT 
 

     Our friends and neighbors, Christopher Shaw and Bridget Ball , will present a 
special concert on February 7th at 8pm to benefit the Sand Lake Center for the Arts.   
There’s nothing more relaxing, pleasurable, and just plain fun than an evening spent 
listening to their original and traditional Adirondack music and laughing uproariously at 
Chris’s expertly delivered tall tales.  Once you’ve heard them, you’ll never forget Chris’s 
Uncle Walt, the hermit Noah John Rondeau, Walter the trout, and others who have 
become like family, and your heart will be touched by Chris’s original song, Ten Dollar 
Christmas. 
     Chris and Bridget have lived in Averill Park for over 25 years, and during that time 
they’ve progressed from playing at small venues around the Capital District, to 
performing not only all around the state, but nationally and even beyond!  Their school 
programs have enriched the lives of countless children throughout New York State and 
their Mountain Snow and Mistletoe Christmas concerts, held each year at the esteemed 
Troy Music Hall, have become a tradition for numerous families from far and wide. 
      Chris’s most recent project is a PBS special with legendary Adirondack fiddler, John Kirk, which is being aired all over 

the country.  DVD’s of the original program with an additional 50 bonus minutes of stories and interviews will be available 
for sale at their SLCA concert.  Mark your calendar for 8pm, make those reservations now, and you’ll have warm, happy 
memories of your February 7 experience for years to come. 
     Their concerts sell out quickly so reserve your tickets early!  Add this special concert ($20) to your Squire Jacob 
Concert Series Season Pass order form, or call 674-2007 now.  

- CarolLynn Langley 
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     Thank you one and all for your support by your volunteering, attending events, and financially.  This has truly been 
an exceptional year for the Sand Lake Center for the Arts.    
     It has been our first full year with a Managing Director, Debra Roy, and our overflowing and successful calendar 
shows her to be an absolute positive for the Center.  Her enthusiasm and ability to network has opened new doors for 
our organization.  We have connected with other arts organizations in the community in ways that were not available to 
us before, so thank you Debra!  She has also expanded our youth workshops during the summer, something we 
wanted to do but could not without her leadership and determination.  
     An area that many are involved in is the fundraising that goes on year round to keep this Center in the black.  Many 
people do a variety of things to help our bottom financial line and on behalf of the board of directors I thank those of 
you involved.  You know who you are.  Grants, a fundamental for any arts organization, have been a constant.  Our 
second annual fundraising letter has raised over $7000 as of the writing of this column on November 10th.  A Taste of 
Sand Lake was an amazing success and raised over $3000 after expenses.  So two major fundraisers have increased 
our bottom line by $10,000 - no small achievement in this time of economic turmoil.  Thank you, thank you for your 
support. 
      In February there will be another benefit for the Center.  Chris Shaw and Bridget Ball have been kind enough to 
offer their wonderful voices and music for our audience to enjoy.  So please join in on the fun - for their concerts are 
always great musically and just plain fun! 
      During this time of economic stress we will continue to provide you, our audience, with affordable and wonderful 
artistic endeavors.  The viewings in our gallery are free and our concerts and plays are $20 and under, a bargain 
considering the costs of these types of events at other venues.  So please come see and hear our entertainment - our 
performers, both professional and amateur, love the feedback they receive from you.  Please remember all that is 
done is done with you, our audience, in mind and with love in our hearts. 
      I hope to see you over the next few months enjoying the fruit of our work. 

- Joyce Greenberg, President 
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     Thanks to so many individuals who help get the word 
out about this incredible arts center in the heart of 
Rensselaer County.  To Bob Shuey, sign man 
extraordinaire and his side kick Mike Hall - thanks for 
putting up and taking down all our coraplast signs for our 
many events.  To Anna Church, the �poster lady� who 
organizes the many volunteers who hang our posters 
around their hometowns to help get the word out.  To 
Barbara Neu, the SLCA columnist with all the facts and 
information.  To Alan Fuess, the SLCA outside sign guru 
who changes the lettering for all our wonderful events.  
To CarolLynn Langley, our graphics person responsible 
for our professional looking posters and brochures.  To 
Paul Hans, the 'picker upper' of the signs from our sign 
maker.  To Ellen Brady, who will help coordinate the 
publicity with the most ambitious series of Quad events 
this side of the river.  To Joan Fuess, for her work in the 
features department, newsletter and the photo gallery. To 
Shirley Neiss, for her work with the newsletter, and to 
Suzanne Carpenter, who puts it all together and never 
loses an article.  Publicity is truly a team effort. It could 
not happen without the help of you all.   
 

- Sara Sheldon 
 

 

SLCA-CTP Board of Directors  
President – Joyce Greenberg 
VP Finance – Shirley Neiss 
VP Programming – Alice Howard 
Treasurer – Jeremy Nichols 
Secretary – Susanne Keller 
Members-at-large – Dudley Dorr, Rose Miller,   
    Barbara Neu, Sara Sheldon, Stephanie Weiss 
 
Managing Director – Debra Roy  
     Email:  debra@slca-ctp.org 
Box Office – Kathy Verenini  
Past President – Joan Fuess 
 
SLCA-CTP Committee Chairs  

CTP Season – Val Kavanaugh 
CTP Theater – Stephanie Weiss 
Finance – Shirley Neiss 
Fund Development & Grants – Mary Hall, Debra Roy 
Landscaping – Warren Weiss 
Marketing – Joan Fuess 
Music – CarolLynn Langley 
Programming – Alice Howard 
Property – Dudley Dorr 
Publicity – Sara Sheldon, CarolLynn Langley 
Visual Arts – John Roy 
Volunteers – Joyce Greenberg, Sally McCracken 
Youth – Debra Roy 
 
Phone  – 518-674-2007 
Website  – slca-ctp.org 
Email  – info@slca-ctp.org 
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��������������������In addition to the opening benefit concert by Chris Shaw and Bridget Ball on February 7, we have an amazing 
line up of artists for the New Year!   And it all begins with: 
     Garnet Rogers , a legendary folk singer/song writer from Ontario,  Canada, will be with us on March 28.   
Garnet went on the road with his older brother, Stan, at the age of 18 and they formed what has come to be known 
as one of the most influential duos in the history of North American folk music.  When Stan died tragically in a plane 
crash in 1983, Garnet went on to establish himself as a formidable solo artist.  Hailed by the Boston Globe as a 
"...charismatic performer and singer — one of the major talents of our time,” they continue by saying that "Garnet’s 
vocal and instrumental talents are complimented by an undeniably powerful physical presence — close to six and a 
half feet tall — with the lungs to match. . . Garnet is widely considered by fans and critics alike to be one of the finest 
singers anywhere.  His music, like the man himself, is literate, passionate, highly sensitive, and deeply purposeful.”  
     Buy a season pass for savings and a reserved seat in a comfortable coffee house setting!  Squire Jacob brochure 
is in the mail. 

              - CarolLynn Langley 
 

Partially Funded By A Grant From NYSCA 

The Squire Jacob Coffeehouse 
Concert Series 

brings the pleasure of the 
multifaceted sounds and rhythms 

of traditional music 
to the ears, and hearts, 

of our audience. 
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                                                         Auditions are over, the cast is in place (with the exception, at the time of this writing, 
                                                    of one young actor), and rehearsals are well underway.  The cast is an interesting mix 
                                                    of familiar faces as well as some who are having the CTP experience for the first time.  
                                                    Veteran CTP actors are Bill Douglas, of Rensselaer, playing the Solicitor, Justin Fogg;  
                                                    Foggs’s clerk, Turnball, is Brian Smith of Taborton; Carla Crale is played by Vallis  
                                                    Salamanca from Petersburgh; friend of the family Phil Blake is Ken Ryer of Cohoes;  
                                                    and Phil’s brother, Meredith, is played by Stephentown’s Dick Griffin.  Mary Lynch, of  
                                                    Poestenkill, is enjoying her first major stage role as Miss Williams, the governess.  New  
                                                    to CTP, Natalia Davis, of East Greenbush, is playing Elsa Greer, who is posing for a 
portrait to be painted by Amyas, played by Rich Perkins of Albany; and Carla’s aunt, Angela Warren, is Nicole 
Sanderson, also of Albany.  Still to be cast is the role of Jeff Rogers, boyfriend of Carla.  Director, Gene Langley began 
his CTP involvement twenty one years ago, and his assistant, Paul Trela, will direct for the first time in March.  
     The audience is in for another thrilling evening as we revisit the scene of a murder which drastically changed the life 
of Carla Crale who has grown up believing that her parents were killed in a car crash.  However, at her coming of age, 
Carla receives a letter written by her mother, Caroline, prior to her death in prison sixteen years ago.  The purpose of this 
unexpected letter is to make it known that she was not guilty of the murder of Carla’s father, the artist Amyas Crale.  The 
audience will observe the cast members having the enjoyable challenge of  going back in time as they reenact the 
events surrounding the murder in an attempt to prove Caroline’s innocence. 
     It is thought that this may have been the last play written by the popular master of suspense, Agatha Christie, and is 
the third Christie play to be directed by Gene Langley.  Performances will be held on January 23, 24, 25, 30, 31, and 
February 1, and full details can be found on our web site, slca-ctp.org  Reservations can be made now by calling 518-
674-2007, e-mailing reservations@slca-ctp.org, or going on-line to ticketleap.com.  Tickets are $16. 

- Gene Langley 
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The Good Doctor 
 

Meritorious Achievement in Ensemble Work to  
Thomas Holmes, Bill Douglas, Joan Coombs,  
Eugene Kosarovich and Rhonda Van De Wal 

 

Meritorious Achievement in Directing to  
Nancy Wilder  

     The Theatre Association of New York State Annual Theater Festival was held 
in Batavia, New York this past November.  Twelve members of Circle Theatre 
Players enjoyed workshops, eight fine productions and all the festivities.  All of our 
shows are adjudicated by a TANYS Roving Adjudicator throughout the year and 
merit awards earned for CTP productions were presented at the banquet 
Saturday evening.  These awards will be presented at the January annual 
meeting of SLCA-CTP.  Our own Claudia DeMartino was chosen to sing a solo 
from Meet Me in St. Louis as part of the entertainment that evening.  Thank you 
for your support!         

- Joan Fuess 
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A Night at the Abbey 
March 13, 14, 20 & 21 at 8pm 
March 15, 21, 22 at 2:30pm 

 

Enjoy an evening of one-acts presenting the culture and history of Ireland! 
 

“Spreading the News” 
by Lady Gregory 

Directed by Paul Trela 
 

Lady Gregory first conceived of “Spreading the News” as a tragedy. She changed her mind when writing and produced 
instead a comedy to balance the drama heavy bill for opening night at her Abbey Theater. While this short play is a 
comedy, Lady Gregory stocked it with characters we laugh with and not laugh at. Her rural Irish men and women are far 
from the stock “Paddy and Bridget” stereotypes.  They are the all too human Irish everyman and everywoman caught up 
in whirlwind complications created by ordinary news changing and exaggerating as it moves from one set of lips to 
another. 

 

“Riders to the Sea”  
by J.M. Synge 

Directed by Laura W. Andruski 
  

“Riders to the Sea” was first performed on February 25, 1904, by the Irish National Theatre Society (later and more 
widely known as the Abbey Theatre). It stands as one of the great literary achievements of Synge’s tragically short life 
and a testament to the dramatic power Synge found in the lives of the western Irish people at the turn of the twentieth 
century. This play explores what it means to be uniquely human. Each of us deals with loss, and while Synge’s play may 
be dark, it is through confronting that darkness that we learn to live and find hope within our own lives. 
 

“The Rising of the Moon” 
by Lady Gregory 

Directed by Eric Washburn 
  

First produced by the Irish National Theatre on March 9, 1907, Lady Gregory's play takes place on a quay, where a 
police sergeant and two of his officers have begun posting placards offering a hundred-pound reward for an escaped 
revolutionary.  Alone on the quay, the sergeant is approached by a man selling copies of ballads, and the man's singing 
of those ballads recalls for the sergeant an earlier time in his life, when there was no conflict between his official 
responsibilities and his love of country. 
 
Kate Hans, Artistic Director                                                                                                   Joan Fuess, Producer 

     Not getting enough drama in your life?  Having 
withdrawal between CTP performances?  One solution 
might be to join the "once a month" Sunday 
Playreading Group  at the Arts Center.  The idea is to 
give interested people a  chance to read aloud plays of 
choice and interest and to discuss, praise or critique 
what is read.  The first meeting will be Sunday, January 
11th at 2:30, at the home of Valerie Kavanaugh in 
Glass Lake.  Please call her for directions at 674-2426.  
If you are interested please come—we can decide what 
times are best for the group at that time and what plays 
we would like to read.  There's no "homework" and no 
pressure...just a chance to enjoy heated dialogue, 
dynamic characters, twists of plot and hearing our own 
voices.  Interested?  Show up and share your ideas.   

- Valerie Kavanaugh 
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     Hello everyone!  I want to share a story  
about one of our young actors, Sarah Malenfant, who 
is a student at Algonquin.  She takes ballet with 
Jackie Abbot here at the Center and this past 
summer enrolled in Make Your Own Theater with Val 
Kavanaugh after receiving a scholarship from the 
Sand Lake Kiwanis, then impressed Kiwanis with a 
presentation of her experience.  She now has been 
cast as co-star in The Sunshine Girl which is a thesis 
film written and directed by Nicole Perry, a former 
APHS student now a senior at the School of Visual 
Arts in Manhattan. Sarah is a very talented young 
lady and we are proud that she and her family are 
part of our Center. 

  - Debra Roy, Managing Director 
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GALLERY EXHIBITIONS 

January  –  March   2009  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All gallery exhibitions are free and open to the public on Sundays from 1 - 4pm, on Wednesdays and Fridays from  
10 – 12am, and during all SLCA performances and other events.  Our gallery shows change every six weeks, and 
most of the work may be purchased, which benefits both the artist and the SLCA.  It’s a good way to begin or add to a 
collection! 
   
Joleen M. Button   
January 1 – February 15                                                                                     Reception, Sunday, January 11, 2– 4pm 
Joleen’s work is centered in the subject of still life.  Her work contains images that are both real and symbolic which 
allows it “to speak differently to each viewer, drawing prior knowledge and perspective to the viewing experience.”  Her 
work is rich in deeply saturated color and energetic in drawing, reflective of her knowledge of the canon of Western 
European art. 
 
Averill Park Central School District Student Show  
February 16 – March 31                                                                                         Reception, Sunday, March 19, 2– 4pm 
This show represents the whole community bringing together the work of elementary, junior high and high school 
artists. Some really talented work in a whole range of styles and media will be exhibited. Come and see the talent 
displayed by our local students! 

- John Roy 
 

Sand Lake Center for the Arts begins its 2009 season of “Sundays at 
the Center” with new events on the first Sunday of every month.  Join 
us for family fun,  entertainment and enrichment. Visit our website at 
slca-ctp.org for more information about the program. Our first four 
events are listed and described below. 
 

January 4  1-4pm  Writers Workshop - Topic is Poetry ,  Free 
Writers of all levels of experience are welcome.  An introductory session on popular forms of poetry along with 
common themes and imagery will be followed by a number of fun exercises designed to help awaken the poet in you.  
We will share our work, so if you already have a poem you want to present, you are welcome to bring it. If not, we will 
have time reserved to write during the workshop.  Space is limited; register early!  Contact workshop coordinator Ellen 
Brady at 674-0625 or via her e-mail:  beepone@sbcglobal.net. 
 
February 1  2:30pm  Agatha Christie’s “Go Back for Murder” a CTP production,  $18 
Agatha Christie at her best!  A young lady who has just learned of her mother’s prison term now goes back fifteen 
years to the time of the crime to find out who is truly guilty of murdering her father.  The actors face the challenge of 
traveling back in time to play their younger selves as they search their memories for the truth of what happened that 
day.  Other production dates fall within January 23 - February 1, 2009.   The Director is Gene Langley.   
Call (518)674-2007 for reservations.   
 
March 1  1:30pm   Averill Park High School Chamber Singers & A Cappel la Singers,  Free  
We will be treated to a concert of two singing groups from Averill Park High School.  The Chamber Singers is a select 
choir of 12 girls and 7 guys in grades 10-12.  They will sing a variety of music from classic to world music to 
contemporary Broadway – sometimes accompanied by a piano and sometimes a cappella.  A senior after-school, 
student-led a cappella group will join them for the concert.  Call (518)674-2007 for reservations. 
 

- Alice Howard 
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     The documentary, Sittin' on a Million will be shown on Friday, February13th at 7:30pm at  
the Center.  Perhaps you had the opportunity to see the preview at the Media Sanctuary in  
North Troy or at the Sand Lake Town Hall, sponsored by the Sand Lake Historical Society  
last year and narrated by Annmarie Lindsey.  Now you can see the finished product.   
Annmarie's partner in the project and fellow filmmaker Penny Lane will be joining us along  
with two of the actresses from Circle Theatre Players who portrayed this famous madam in  
the film.  Reservations may be made at the Center by calling 674-2007.  Tickets are $8.   
The evening is for mature audiences only. 
     Sittin' on a Million is a documentary about the life and legend of Mame Faye, Troy's second 
most known resident, who ran a world famous house of prostitution in Troy for almost forty years.  It is a movie 
about what we choose to remember and what we forget, what we cherish and what we destroy, and the shared 
narratives that collectively make up history.  It asks us to consider the role of memory and imagination in creating 
history, and reminds us about all those ordinary, extraordinary people erased from the official record. 
     The title of the film comes from Mame Faye herself as she would approach girls working in the factories in Troy 
making $20 per week and offered them five times that. "You're sittin' on a million dollars, honey," she would tell 
them. Join us and learn more about this prosperous business woman. 

- Joan Fuess 

     To celebrate its 5th Anniversary, the Sand Lake Center for the Arts held the first annual 
"Taste of Sand Lake" on September 27.  The event was a fantastic success with over 130 
attendees sampling delicious food and drink and mingling with friends old and new.  
Thanks to the following local establishments for providing their culinary delights:   
 

* AJ's Pizzeria * Arlington House * Crooked Lake Ho use * 
* Four Corners Liquor * Hannaford * Lakeview * LaPe rla * 

* Liquid Assets * Towne Tavern * 
* Uncle Marty's Adirondack Grille * 

* Young's Pharmacy & General Store * 
 
Thanks also to members of the Averill Park High School band and orchestra for providing 
the entertainment and many local businesses for their generous donations to the raffle.   
Plans are already underway for next year's "Taste of Sand Lake."    

- Susanne Keller  

Opportunities for Writers  
Expanding in 2009 at SLCA 

 
     The New Year at SLCA brings many programs for 
writers interested in exploring new ways to broaden their 
artistic horizons.  Our Sundays at the Center program 
begins on January 4th from 1 - 4pm with a workshop on 
writing poetry.  We will explore some of the common forms 
and themes of poetry throughout the ages, and will include 
explanations of imagery, metaphor, and other word 
choices.  Then it's on to the real fun when we participate in 
different word play ideas and creative exercises designed 
to awaken the poet in all of us. 
     Our next writing workshop will be a Sunday in April, date 
TBA.  The topic will be “The Flash Fiction Team.”  Flash 
fiction is another term for a very short story and in this 
workshop we will all write one together as  a group.  This 
session promises to be a fun event and yet another way to 
flex your “writing muscles”. 

- Ellen Brady 
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Dinner and music at McBerti’s.  
March 17th.    

See the website slca-ctp.org or  
call the Center (674-2007) for details. 



Page 8 

+����*�,���-����+����*�,���-����+����*�,���-����+����*�,���-����� ���
      
     Sand Lake Center for the Arts – Circle Theatre Players continues to develop its history of loyal support.  We 
graciously thank our community and all our supporte rs.   Our successful second annual fund drive helps provide 
monies for salaries for our Managing Director and Box Office Manager/Office Assistant and our Endowment Fund 
continues to grow. 
     We have done well in our grant requests from NYSCA (New York State Council on the Arts) for partial salary support, 
workshops for youth and adults, and performers for the Squire Jacob concert series.  The Town of Sand Lake and the 
Rensselaer County Legislature consistently provide financial backing for programming, and Kiwanis generously provided 
scholarship funding for young people to attend the Center’s summer workshops.  We received 3 mini-grants from the 
Hudson-Fulton-Champlain Quadricentennial Commission for our upcoming fabulous Fall, ’09 events celebrating the 
discovery of the Hudson River.   
     Besides grants, other activity financially supports the Center. Chris Shaw and Bridget Ball are presenting a benefit 
concert on February 7 at the Center.  March brings the annual St Patrick’s dinner celebration at the Ron Berti/Barbara 
Neu historical home, and in August the Center will repeat its highly successful A Taste of Sand Lake. The Program Ads 
booklet, distributed at every Center event allows businesses to support the Center through advertising. Our café, 
merchandise, raffle and gallery sales provide income as do rentals of the Center’s facilities.  Every theater production, 
Squire Jacob concert and special event like the Holiday Art Fair has the potential to contribute to the Center’s financial 
stability.  
     When making their granting decisions, our funders look for how well the community supports the Center, both 
financially and by turnout.  Audience attendance helps fill the Center’s coffers, provides great enjoyment for the patron, 
and influences grantors. 
      The Fund Development Committee meets 6 to 8 times a year to review the Center’s financial stability, set goals and 
monitor accomplishments.  Increasing underwriting support in 2009 is an example of one goal.  Committee members have 
selected activities like those listed in this article that they wish to help organize to bring monies into the Center.  Is there 
an area that has special appeal for YOU?  Please take a look and contact Debra Roy, Managing Director, or the Fund 
Development Committee co-chairs, Mary Hall or Sara Sheldon if you can lend your expertise to our endeavors.  
Call 674-2007 or email debra@slca.ctp.org).  

- Mary Hall, Sara Sheldon, Debra Roy 
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Maggie Litzenberger & Stan Byer Joan Fuess Shirley Neiss Rosemary & Stan Supkis 
Thelma Culver Alice & Hal Howard Barbara & Dan Sekellick Audrey & Joe Trupia 
Mona & Fred DeMay Rev. Dr. Robert Loesch Sara & Bill Sheldon Eric Washburn 
Susan Poisson-Dollar & Jerry Dollar    

���.�����
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          Sheila & Herb Alfasso Nancy Dyer Mary & Robert LaFleur Debra & Hubert Roy 
Kathryn & Marty Andrews Carol & Earl Eichele Marilyn LaFleur Judith Salfi & James Werner  
Joyce & Cliff Apgar Kathleen Fasco Rie Lee Anita Samboy 
Holly & Ken Applegate Jeanne & Tom Finken Anne & Robert Lilly Sand Lake Garden Club 
Averill Park Preschool Alice & George Finnigan Bill Lyons George Saxton 
Shirley & Larry Basch Cheryl Flint Mark MacDonald Barbara & Dan Sekellick 
Nadine & Ira Baumgarten Holly & Bob Flynn Pat McDonough Wilma Sheffer 
Randi Bentley Nancy & Tom Forster Bernadette & Arthur Mardon Sara & Bill Sheldon 
Louise & Clayton Besch Eva & Hughes Gemmill Rose Miller Morton D. Shulman 
Michael Blostein Sue Gersten Marietta Mitchell Patricia A. Smart 
Jean & Abe Bolgatz James Vincent Gibbons Karen & Scott Murray Mary Daigneault & Joe Starzyk 
Virginia Brennan Beatrice Gray Fay Navratil Jeanne P. Stinson 
Dorothy Brown Joyce & Ron Greenberg Julia Needham Rosemary & Stan Supkis 
Janine Budesheim Dick Griffin Lisa & Paul Noles Lois Thomas 
Maggie Litzenberger & Stan Byer Joan Grusensky Sandra Peterson-Hardt Lisa Thorn, MD 
Patricia Carley Edith L. Gundrum Susan & Steven Powers Johanna & Tony Trahan 
Elizabeth & Earle Cooper Mary & Mike Hall Nancy Pullen Paul Trela 
Carol & Joe Cybulski Albert Hayner Midge & Harry Ramsey Alice & Bob Trost 
Craig Daniels Marie G. Henry Mark Randall Yvonne & Darrell Welch 
Elizabeth B. Danks Joanne & Lawrence Herzog Dr. Eric Roccario Gwen & Walter Wiehler 
Gratia Deane Wendy & Robert Jensen Mary Beth Rockwell Bonnie Jo Willard 
Susan Poisson-Dollar & Jerry Dollar Susanne & Steve Keller Ann S. Roe Amy & Richard Zander 
Roswitha & Dudley Dorr Kathleen Keenan Raona & John Roy  
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Donations were made in honor of           Donations were made in memory of 
Elizabeth Rose, our new granddaughter from Sally & Carl Ricci    Judy Gibbons  from James Vincent Gibbons 
Karol Graber from Charles Graber             Meg Ginther from Joan Fuess 
Joyce Greenberg from Judith R. Nauman            Jennie Heffner from Julia Needham 
              Ken Martin  from Joan Fuess 
               Ruth Potter & Edward Shuey from Joan Fuess 
                Albert J. Robichaud  from Corliss Robichaud 
         Albert J. Robichaud  from Audrey & Joe Trupia 
                Donna & Albert Robichaud  from Joan & Donald Robichaud 

         Marie Roy &  Albert Robichaud from Joan Fuess 
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4 Corners Liquor Store Leckonby's Autoworks 

A.C.E.S., Inc. Main Care Energy 
Absolute T-Shirt Printing and Embroidery Mary Kay Cosmetics 

The Advertiser McGrath Land Surveyors 
aGatherin' Miller's Automotive Service 
A.J.'s Pizza Montauk Sign Carving Co. 

American Meditation Institute Old Songs, Inc. 
Averill Park Education Foundation Out of the Ordinary Nursery 

Becker's Farm Pai's Tae Kwon Do 
Bradley Park Builders Physical Therapy Associates of Schenectady, P.C. 

Bryce Realty Pineridge Ski Area 
Buckley, Gent, MacDonald & Carey Poestenkill Auto Supply, Inc. 

Capital Framing, Inc Geri Pomerantz, Esq. 
Carter, Conboy, Case, Blackmore, Maloney & Laird, PC Quinn Motor Car 

Casa Chiquis Reininger's Home Improvements 
Church of the Covenant Rifenburg Construction 
Curtis Printing Company Salem United Methodist Church 

Curves Sand Lake Clipper 
D & B Acoustical Corp. Sand Lake Dry Cleaning & Laundromat 

DeGraaf-Bryce Funeral Home, Inc. Sand Lake Historical Society 
DR Human Resources, LLC Sand Lake Septic Service 

East Greenbush Window Coverings St. Henry's Church 
Emma Willard School Morton D. Shulman, Esq 

Fitness Coach Simple Gifts Healing Arts 
Goold's Apple Orchard Studios of Rhythm 
Dr. Robert H. Hill, DDS Taborton Mountain Photography 
Hoffay's Harvest House Take Shape for Life 

JC Landscaping Therapeutic BodyWorks 
Jean's Greens Towne Tavern 

Jewels by Janice Toyota of Clifton Park 
Jiff-E-Mart Tremont Lumber Co Inc. 

Jill's Hidden Gardens Florist Troy Savings Music Hall 
Kathy Jimino Village Travel 

Kiwanis Club of Sand Lake, Inc. W.J. Lyons Funeral Home, Inc. 
LA Insurance Bick Wanck, M.D. & Associates 
Lakeview Inn Worthington Flowers 

La Perla at the Gregory House Young's Pharmacy & General Store LLC 
LaPoint Contracting, Inc. Zion's United Church of Christ of Taborton 
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     Recently there was a change in the chair of the Visual Arts committee.   
John Roy has taken over this task and I had an opportunity to interview him.  
So my questions were, “Who is John Roy?”  “What do you do?”  “Where do  
you live?”  and  “Why did you decide to join SLCA?” . . . and here is his  
response. 
    “Where to begin - I have taught Art History at Russell Sage College and  
Hudson Valley Community College, retiring recently after almost 40 years  
of teaching. I have worked with the gallery director of the Arts Center of the  
Capital district hanging shows and being a member of its Exhibits Committee  
for a number of years. I also served as chair of the Capital District Arts  
Decentralization Panel under NYSCA.  My wife - Raona Roy (who was the  
President of the Arts Center for 20+ years) - and I moved to West Sand Lake  
in 2004.   Since we wanted to become a part of the community and because  
of my background in the arts, it was simply a natural to become involved with  
the SLCA.  What is a joy to discover is the dynamic quality of the SLCA!  The energy and enthusiasm is terrific; it 
makes one want to play an active part in the program.   Lastly, I asked “What do you want to add to the Center?” . . 
. and he said, “If I can add anything, it might be to encourage a broad spectrum of artists to show in our gallery, so 
that the SLCA can present cutting edge work as well as traditional work.”   I had to chuckle as I corresponded with 
John, as I realized I was writing a “Dear John” letter.  Be assured John, none of us want to see you leave.   

 - Barbara Neu 
 
Note:  Many thanks to Alice Howard and Dan Sekellick who have successfully managed our Art Gallery for the 
past five years. 
 

 
 

New Merchandise Available!! 
 

Note cards printed in color with the rendition of 
the Sand Lake Center for the Arts,  

as painted in oils by artist, Stu Eichel.   
 

Packaged in quantities of ten cards for $10, 
cards are available for sale  

by calling the center at 674-2007.   
 

SLCA-CTP ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Saturday, January 24th, 1:30pm 
In addition to the business of the meeting, 

Merit Awards from TANYS (Theatre 
Association of New York State) earned for 

Circle Theatre Players productions throughout 
the year will be awarded. 
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The 2008 Holiday Art Fair  was an amazing 
success thanks to all the talented artists and the 
wonderful people who shopped.  The Center raised 
$1100 from the artists' raffle which featured 25 
fantastic prizes.  Thank you to all the artists and 
volunteers who make this annual event possible 
and a special thank you to all our patrons for your 
support and interest - my committee and I could not 
do it without you. 

- Barbara Chesnut 
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Sand Lake Center for the Arts
Circle Theatre Players
P.O. Box 179
Averill Park, NY 12018
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