
Behind the Scenes 
with Debra Roy …  

 
     Let's talk!  That's my motto.  During my 
first year as Managing Director, I met with  

many people who continually demonstrate how important 
the well-being of our community is.  Let's talk!  When we 
talk and listen we learn things about each other.  We find 
out what each of us believes is important.  Community, 
education, arts and our children are high on everyone's list.  
We are a neighborhood bursting with supportive, creative 
individuals and groups with ideas and resources which 
compliment one another.  With all that talking comes 
action.  In addition to our fantastic Circle Theatre Players 
productions, Kids for Kids Theatre, Squire Jacob Concert 
Series and Visual Arts Gallery, the Center has been able to 
offer artistic workshops for children and adults, summer 
youth programs and Sundays at the Center events.  During 
the coming year we will have talented area students 
perform and exhibit their artwork.  All of this has been 
accomplished because we have talked with the Averill Park 
Central School District administration, teachers, and 
students, New York State Council on the Arts, the Opalka 
Family Foundation, the Averill Park Education Foundation, 
the Sand Lake Kiwanis, the Sand Lake Historical Society, 
the Town of Sand Lake, the Sand Lake Library, the Troy Jr. 
League and more.  Let's talk!  Our Center is a cultural and 
social gathering space for our community.  In this newsletter 
you will learn what's happening now and later.  If you have 
a question or an idea about anything - let's talk.  Your 
questions and input are important. 

Debra Roy 
Managing Director 
674-2007 
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     “The Good Doctor “is Neil Simon’s tribute to Anton 
Chekhov, the great Russian writer of such dramatic classics 
as “The Three Sisters” and “The Cherry Orchard”.  Although 
they appear to be an “ODD COUPLE”, they have more in 
common than one might suspect.    
     Chekhov earned his medical degree by writing humorous 
articles and short stories for the local newspapers while Neil 
Simon, whose friends and colleagues call him “Doc”, wrote 
sketches and one-liners for the early iconic variety program, 
“Your Show of Shows”, among others.   So…who better to 
take Chekhov’s delightful stories and put his own zany spin on 
them?       
     The result is a compendium of hilarious and poignant skits 
with a wide variety of characters:  a governess, a lady of the 
evening, a blustering general, a wild woman with a nervous 
disorder, a lecherous n’er-do-well flirting with a new bride, a 
man who earns his money by performing professional 
“drownings” and many more.  There are 10 sketches in all 
with a grand total of 28 characters.  What is so remarkable is 
that there are only 5 actors populating the entire play.  They 
are a phenomenal and highly talented group.  Performing this 
miracle are (in alphabetical order):  
  

JOAN COOMBS 
BILL DOUGLAS 
TOM HOLMES 

EUGENE KOSAROVICH 
RHONDA VAN DE WAL 

 

     They will amaze and amuse you as they reveal character 
after character in a high speed round of quick changes.  We 
all look forward to entertaining you.  See you there!    

- Director, Nancy Wilder 
 

OCTOBER 17, 18, 24, 25 • 8 p.m. 
 

OCTOBER 19, 25, 26 • 2:30 p.m. 
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A Taste of Sand Lake  
RSVP by Sept. 15, 2008 

 

Name  
 

Address  
 

City, State, Zip  
 

Phone No.  
 

Email  
 

No. Attending  
 

                        Cannot attend but wish to d onate 
 

Amount Enclosed 
 

You may also order tickets online at   
www.slca-ctp.org 

 

Your invitation to A TASTE OF SAND LAKE is on the back of your newsletter. 
You may mail your response card below to: 

Sand Lake Center for the Arts,  
PO Box 179, Averill Park, NY 12018 
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     It is difficult for me to believe that the Sand Lake Center for the Arts - Circle Theatre Players has been in existence for 
five years, but it has.  During that time we have grown and changed in many ways, as I am certain you are aware.  We 
started a concert series, we offered programs and workshops for children and adults, received grants, hired a Managing 
Director, and the list could go on.  We have become a business with a budget of over $150,000 for this year.  When I first 
took on the job as President of the Board of Directors our budget was approximately $70,000 and that was just 2 ½ years 
ago. 
     I am proud to say that we have been consistently in the black and extend our thanks and appreciation to our many 
supporters and patrons.  While ticket sales and workshop fees bring in money, they alone do not bring in enough to 
support this business.  We also rely on grants and the donations of many individuals and companies.   
     On September 27th there will be a fundraiser for the Center and I hope to see many of you there so that I will be able to 
thank you in person for your gracious donation.  A Taste of Sand Lake promises to be a fun evening with food donated by 
local restaurants, music by local high school students and a raffle. 
     Then in October we will be starting our second annual fund appeal.  Last year’s was a rousing success, with over 
$15,000 raised.  Please help us to top that this year!  Our endowment fund needs to grow, our operating expenses need to 
be paid and something dear to my heart is the creation of a rainy day fund.  So there are many places to put your money to 
good use.   
     Remember that we are a local arts center that is expanding the universe of our local, and some not so local (someone 
from Texas came to one of our concerts) patrons.  We provide theatrical, musical, and visual arts opportunities for the 
public both in terms of participation and audience experiences.   Children and adults are involved in our activities and it is 
only through your continued monetary support that we can keep our doors open - so please give as much as you can 
when our appeal goes out this fall. 
     I am looking forward to another amazing year and I invite you to join in on the fun and activities at the Sand Lake 
Center for the Arts - Circle Theatre Players. 

- Joyce Greenberg, President 
 

     Sand Lake Center for the Arts – Circle Theatre Players is developing a history of loyal support.  We graciously thank 
our community and all our supporters.   Our first annual fund drive helped provide some monies for salaries for our 
Managing Director and Box Office Manager/Office Assistant, and we have been able to establish an Endowment Fund.  Our 
second annual fund drive will get underway in Octob er, 2008, and we have the same continuing need for salary support 
for our ever busy Managing Director and Office Assistant.  Please continue to support the Center.  
     We have been successful in our grant requests from NYSCA (New York State Council on the Arts) for partial salary 
support, workshops for youth and adults, and performers for the Squire Jacob concert series.  The Howard and Bush 
Foundation provided partial initial salary support.  The Town of Sand Lake and the Rensselaer County Legislature 
consistently provide financial backing for programming, and Kiwanis generously provided scholarship funding for young 
people to attend the Center’s summer workshops.  We added a new underwriter in 2008, Straightline Industries, Inc., who 
sponsored an exciting Opening Night for Meet Me in St. Louis.  
     When making their granting decisions, these funders look for how well the community supports the Center, both 
financially and by turnout.  Audience attendance helps fill the Center’s coffers and provides great enjoyment for the patron.  
     Our first, hopefully annual, fund raising event, “A Taste of Sand Lake” is taking place in September, 2008, and we are 
planning a benefit concert for 2009.  The Center thanks everyone for the support we recei ve in so many ways and we 
encourage your continued involvement.  
 

Planned Giving – an Option for Supporting Sand Lake  Center for the Arts 
     Sand Lake Center for the Arts now offers an opportunity for patrons to arrange “planned giving” for charitable donations. 
Planned gifts provide an opportunity for valuable tax benefits and/or income for life, making the gifts valuable for the donor 
as well as the charity – in this case SLCA-CTP. Gifts can be made during the annual fund campaign or any time throughout 
the year. 
 

The potential benefits of a planned gift offer the chance to:  
�  Increase current income for the donor 
�  Reduce the donor’s income tax 
�  Avoid capital gains tax 
�  Pass assets at a reduced tax cost 
�  Make a generous donation to support the arts 

 
     With the assistance of our well-informed financial advisor, or your own, anyone can develop a planned gift to meet his or 
her charitable and financial goals. Contact Debra Roy, Managing Director for informatio n on participating with the 
Fund Development Committee and planned giving to en sure the financial stability of the Center.  (Call 674-2007 or 
email debra@slca.ctp.org).  
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Betty Abbott Barbara Martinage 
Stephen & Elizabeth Anagnost Carolyn R. Miller 
James C. Austin Stephen & Susan Moore 
James & Jennie Austin Doris Oakley 
Nancie Belser Edna Pierce 
Sandra Billings Sara Sheldon 
Paul & Gail Booth Rudy Stegemoeller & Mary Lynch  
Virginia Brennan Straight Line Industries Inc 
John C. Brownrigg Mara Swanky 
Fred & Mona DeMay Carl & Lena Taubl 
Rosalie Flynn Ernest & Joan Teal 
Alan R. Fuess John & Brenda Trainor 
Joan Fuess Paul Trela 
Ron & Joyce Greenberg Joe & Audrey Trupia 
Mike & Mary Halll Kathy Verenini 
Lenore Heller Elizabeth Weaver 
Steve & Susanne Keller Warren & Stephanie Weiss 
Martha Leckonby Bill & Betty Jean Whipple 
Edward & Linda Marschilok  
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Office 
Dry erase board and markers  
Color copier 
Laptop computer 
Heavy-duty staple gun   
Phone system with at least two lines 
Answering machine 
Gift cards (Target, Walmart, Sam’s Club,  BJ’s, Staple’s) 
Clock  

 
  

 
 

�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Advertiser 
Michol Atwater 
Deedra Bowman 
Denise Keegan Carpentier 
DeGraaf-Bryce Funeral Home, Inc. 
Elizabeth Arden, Inc. 
Kristen Fitzgerald 
Tom & Nancy Forster 
Alan Fuess 
Gabriella’s Garden – Maryanne Malecki 
Jami Gras 
Mary Pierce LaFleur 
Leckonby’s Autoworks 
Robin Linden-Darrow 
Sean & Mary Jo Maloney 
Sally McCracken 
Matthew McKeeby 
Martha’s Treasures – Barbara Neu 
Peyster Street Designs – Ricky Talmage 
Edna Pierce 
Allan & Edwina Randall 
Rose of Sharon Landscaping 
Erika Sanger  
Rudy Stegemoeller 
Taborton Mountain Photography – Tom Chesnut 
Janice Hofaker Tighe 
Tremont Ace True Value 
Joe & Audrey Trupia 
J. Vasquez Stoneware 
Eileen M. Vieira 
Eric Washburn 
Terry G. Weaver 
Margaret Weinland Photography 
Bonnie White 
Kristin Woodward 
Kaeko Yoshida 
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Outside 
3 yards mulch 
Top soil for raised bed  
Annuals for fall planting 
Low shrubs for the sculpture garden 
50 ft. of garden hose 
Garden tools (spading fork, loppers, pruners) 
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written by Connie Ray, conceived by Alan Bailey, musical arrangements by Mike Craver & Mark Hardwick 
 

SMOKE ON THE MOUNTAIN, a foot stomping musical with some hilarious comedy,  
is one of the most widely produced plays in the country. 

 
Auditions - November 10 & 11 at 7 p.m. 

Callbacks - November 12 at 7 p.m. 
Performances – May 8 thru 17  

 
Set in the 1930s, this musical tale introduces the singing Sanders family who share their stories through the gospel songs 
they performed at the Mount Pleasant Baptist Church in North Carolina. 
 

NEEDED: People with excellent acting and musical ability! 
Must be able to sing old time gospel harmonies and play  

traditional acoustic instruments. 
The Cast  
Pastor Oglethorpe. . . Man in twenties 
June. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Girl in late teens (uses sign language/plays percussion) 
Dennis. . . . . . . . . . . . Boy slightly younger 
Denise. . . . . . . . . . . . His twin sister 
Vera. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Their mother 
Burl. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Her husband/father of children 
Stanley. . . . . . . . . . . .Burl's older black-sheep brother 

 
                      Director, CarolLynn Langley 

clglangley@juno.com  or 283-4769 
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by Agatha Christie 

 
      Auditions - November 10 & 11 at 7 p.m. 

Callbacks - November 12 at 7 p.m. 
Performances - January 23 thru February 1 

 
Agatha Christie at her best!  In what is thought by many to have been her last play, the author used all of her skills and 
techniques to present one of her greatest murder mysteries in this undated manuscript.  A young lady who has just learned of 
her mother’s prison term now goes back fifteen years to the time of the crime to find out who is truly guilty of murdering her 
father.  The actors face the challenge of traveling back in time to play their younger selves as they search their memories for 
the truth of what happened that day. In the flashback, Carla will play her mother, Caroline. 
 

The Cast  
Justin Fogg – young lawyer 
Turnball - elderly clerk to Fogg 
Carla/Caroline Crale - 25 years old 
Jeff Rogers - 35 years old, good looking, insensitive to others 
Philip Blake - good looking man, 50 years, slight paunch, very self assured, trace of nervous irritability 
Meredith Blake - pleasant, rather vague man, ineffectual and irresolute 
Lady Melksham (Elsa) - tall, beautiful, extremely smart 
Miss Williams – 60 odd, intelligent, with clear enunciation and pedagogic manners 
Angela Warren - tall woman of 30, distinguished appearance, Caroline’s half sister 
Amyas Crale - Carla’s father, a painter 
 

  Director, Gene Langley       
welangley@juno.com  or 283-4769 
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Artistic Director Kate Hans 
 

Auditions - December 8 & 9, 7 p.m. 
Callbacks - December 11, 7 p.m. 
Performances – March 13 thru 22  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“ ���	��������	��	�����	��������	��	�����	��������	��	�����	��������	��	�� ” � 
���������	���� �
Lady Gregory first conceived of “Spreading the 
News” as a tragedy. She changed her mind when 
writing and produced instead a comedy to balance 
the drama heavy bill for opening night at her Abbey 
Theater. While this short play is a comedy, Lady 
Gregory stocked it with characters we laugh with 
and not laugh at. Her rural Irish men and women are 
far from the stock “Paddy and Bridget” stereotypes.  
They are the all too human Irish everyman and 
everywoman caught up in whirlwind complications 
created by ordinary news changing and 
exaggerating as it moves from one set of lips to 
another.  
 
CHARACTERS 
Bartley Fallon  - Late 20’s to late 30’s 
Mrs. Fallon - Mid 20’s to mid 30’s 
Jack Smith - 20’s to early 40’s 
Shawn Early - 30’s to 40’s 
Tim Casey - 30’s to 40’s 
James Ryan - 30’s to 40’s 
Mrs. Tarpey - Fiftyish to Sixtyish 
Mrs. Tully  - Fiftyish 
A Policeman - 40’s to 50’s 
A Magistrate  - Late 50’ through 60’s 
 

      Director, Paul Trela 
ptrela@nycap.rr.com or 273-4918 

 

“ ���	��������	��	����	��������	��	����	��������	��	����	��������	��	� ” � 
��� ! �����	 ����
“Riders to the Sea” was first performed on February 25, 
1904 by the Irish National Theatre Society (later and 
more widely known as the Abbey Theatre). It stands as 
one of the great literary achievements of Synge’s 
tragically short life and a testament to the dramatic power 
Synge located in the lives of the western Irish people at 
the turn of the twentieth century. This play explores what 
it means to be uniquely human. Each of us deals with 
loss, and while Synge’s play may be dark, it is through 
confronting that darkness that we learn to live and find 
hope within our own lives. 
 
CHARACTERS 
Maurya  - an elderly Irishwoman, age 45+ 
Cathleen  - her eldest daughter, age 17-24 
Nora - her youngest daughter, age 16-20 
Bartley  - her youngest and sole-surviving son, age 20-28 
Women and Men of the Town  (6-10) - non-speaking 
roles.  Women must keen (sing lamentably). 
 

  Director, Laura Andruski 
lwandruski@aol.com or 383-8277  

         “��	�������������	�!�����	�������������	�!�����	�������������	�!�����	�������������	�!��� ” ���� 
���������	���� ����
First produced by the Irish National Theatre on March 9, 1907, Lady Gregory's play takes place on a quay, 
where a police sergeant and two of his officers have begun posting placards offering a hundred-pound reward 
for an escaped revolutionary.  Alone on the quay, the sergeant is approached by a man selling copies of 
ballads, and the man's singing of those ballads recalls for the sergeant an earlier time in his life, when there 
was no conflict between his official responsibilities and his love of country. 
 
CHARACTERS 
Sergeant  – age 25-60 
Two police officers  – age 18-45 
Ragged man  – age 20-50 
 
While the characters are men, the dark environment of the play would permit any of them to be played by a 
female who could credibly portray a male. 

      Director, Eric Washburn 
eewashburn@earthlink.net or 732-2904 
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A comic fable for our time written by Barbara Leavell Smith. 
 
     What if Chicken Little were right after all?  The great, great grandmother of 
our modern hero was an alarmist, hit on the head by an acorn, but her 21st 
century descendant, played by Brigid Lynch Stegemoeller, is on a mission to 
save the world.  No easy matter.  How to do it?  She needs the advice and 
encouragement of wise old Owly-Howly, played by Dick Johnsen, but she also 
needs to keep this absent-minded scientist on track.  Then she has to convince 
her friends – the self-absorbed Henny Penny, played by Hailey Reid, and the 
couch potato Ducky Lucky, played by Peter Keller – to help her.  And then, the 
three of them have to take on the ruthlessly charming Foxy-Loxy, played by Todd 
Langley, and his smart-alecky Secretary, played by Bill Douglas.   
     The play, developed in workshop by The Poestenkilll Actors’ Theater, and originally performed with rave reviews by 
The Young Actors’ Guild of RPI, has been revised to bring it into 2008.  It was a big hit in 1989, with lots of laughs, 
delightful characters and lots of substance, and that part hasn’t changed. 
     The kick-off performances will be Saturday, December 6 at the Sand Lake Center for the Arts.  After that, we’ll be 
“taking it on the road” as an outreach project.  Come join us and help save the world! 

 - Director, Barbara Leavell Smith 
 

�
 �	 ���
	��������������������   

 
     The School of Creative Arts located  
at The Sand Lake Center for the Arts  
is gearing up for another fun-filled year  
of dance!  Registration for fall classes  
has begun, offering a variety of classes in creative 
ballet (ages 2 ½) through pointe class. Our 
Nutcracker performance is scheduled for 
December 6 and the "Spring Dances" performance 
is May 1. For information, call Jackie Abbott at  
477-8922 or creativeartss@aol.com 

- Jackie Abbott 

���������	�
���
The Summer Youth Programs started off with a BANG, beginning on June 30 with the Circus Theatricks, Movement 
Rhythm Music and Mime, Hands on Art, and Fun on Stage, with over sixty children registered!  Thank you to Sand Lake 
Kiwanis and the Averill Park School District for ensuring the success of the programs.  The Kiwanis donated scholarship 
funds to the Center and children from the local elementary schools and Algonquin Middle school benefited from this 
financial support.  Everyone involved - Joe Behson, President of Kiwanis, Kiwanians, Dr. Jo Moccia, Superintendent of 
the APSD, the teachers, school nurses and administration staff, welcomed the opportunity to work with us on this 
program and are clearly committed to the children.  

 - Debra Roy 

1
�	����������	�1
�	����������	�1
�	����������	�1
�	����������	� ����
November 1 and 2 

10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
    Please mark your calendars for the first weekend of 
November for the 5th Annual Holiday Art Fair.  There will be 
over 20 regional artists exhibiting and as always, this is a 
Fine Art event and the quality and caliber of the artists’ work 
speaks for itself.  Many people say it is the best and most 
varied show they have attended with pottery, photography, 
stained glass, folk art, ceramics, jewelry, watercolors, 
sculpture, glassblowing and weaving to name a few 
items. And the special raffle is amazing.  You will be so glad 
you came! 

- Barbara Chesnut 

���	��
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�������
��������	��
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����� ����
Applause to you our audience! Without you and your energy, our shows and concerts would not be.  The Board has 
set a goal of looking at Audience Development in the next six months. We want to know your needs and desires.  We 
will be surveying you, if you are on our email list. If you are not on the list, you may want to give your ideas to any of our 
Board members or Managing Director, Debra Roy, who will pass them on to the committee.   If you would like to 
subscribe to our e-mail list, please forward your request to info@slca-ctp.org.  Thank you so much for all your support!  

- Joan Fuess   
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GALLERY EXHIBITIONS 
September   – December   2008   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Join us at SLCA on the first Sunday afternoon of every month for our continuing 
series of special events.  Children old enough to participate are welcome.  Many 
events are free.  We prefer that you make reservations for the workshops (call  
674-2007), but drop-ins will be accepted if space permits. 

  

 
September 7.  Historic Church Tour: Sand Lake Churc hes, 1 - 5 p.m., $10 per person  
Presented by Sand Lake Center for the Arts, Sand Lake Historical Society and the Zion United Church of Christ, this tour 
will visit the many historic churches in the Sand Lake area.  Start at the Sand Lake Center for the Arts - a renovated  
church building originally constructed in 1835 - where you will pick up tickets and a map to begin your sightseeing journey 
to explore some or all of the many churches in our community.  
 
October 5.  Workshop: Fundamentals of Photography 1 :30 - 3:30 p.m., Free 
Improve your photography with Sam Ciraulo, the SLCA Gallery artist for the month of October.  Sam will focus on the 
fundamentals of light, texture, composition, and timing.  Bring a digital camera, if possible, as students will have an 
opportunity to take photographs after the lecture and share them with the class. 
 
November 2.  Holiday Art Fair 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.,  Fr ee  
Do your gift buying at our Fifth Annual Holiday Art Fair (also held on Saturday, November 1).  More than 20 area artists 
and crafts people will offer quality works for sale.  Purchase a chance at the silent auction/raffle of selected art works. 
 
December 7.  Workshop: Drawing with pencil.  1:30 -  3:30 p.m., Free 
Connie Alexander, our November/December Gallery artist will lead this workshop.  “If you understand what you see,” she 
says, “you can easily learn how to draw your vision using just a 4B pencil and paper.  And this simple exercise can be 
transferred to landscape or portraits, as well.  Knowing how to look is your key to success.”  Bring some kind of hard 
backing to draw on.  Enrollment limited to 12 people.  
 

 
 

Visit the SLCA Gallery for a wonderful selection of art shows that change every six weeks.  All Gallery exhibitions are 
free.  The Gallery is open to the public on Sundays from 1-4 pm, on Wednesdays and Fridays from 10am until 12pm, 
and during all SLCA performances and other events.  A portion of the proceeds from the sale of the art helps to 
support SLCA-CTP. 
   
Brunswick Center Services , August 16 – September 30                         Reception, Sunday, September 14, 1– 4 p.m. 
Brunswick Center Services is a day program of Rensselaer County ARC, located in Cropseyville, NY. This exhibition, 
titled “Stories by Hand II” features 20 selected art works by adults with developmental disabilities who participate in the 
Brunswick Center’s watercolor painting program. 
 
Sam Ciraulo, October 1 – October 31                                                          Reception, Saturday, October 5, 4 – 6 p.m.  
Sam’s photography ranges from urban landscapes, to architecture of the Hudson industrial gateway, to images of Italy.  
Sam says he “seeks to produce compositionally strong images that capture the power and communicate the majesty of 
light both within the natural landscape and the built environment”. 

(see below about Sam’s photography workshop on Sunday, October 5 from 1:30 – 3:30 p.m.) 
 
Art Fair Artists, November 1 – November 15 
Our very popular Holiday Art Fair (November 1 and 2) is always a great place for gift buying.  The works of participating 
visual artists will also be on view in the Gallery during the Fair and two weeks following. 
 
Connie Alexander, November 16 – December 31                                     Reception: Sunday, November 16, 1 – 4 p.m.   
Visit Connie Alexander’s “Life on Earth” pastel exhibit.  Connie says that the flowers and farmlands surrounding her are 
so captivating that she feels it only right that she works at representing their purity and simplicity.  In her paintings, she 
strives to bring the viewer into a “state of presence” in which they are “there at that moment of time”. 

(see below about Connie’s drawing workshop on Sunday, December 7 from 1:30 – 3:30 p.m.) 
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An interview with … Anna Church  
 
     Sitting in a rocking chair, on the porch, with a cup of tea is a wonderful way to interview anyone. But then to add the 
ever smiling face and bubbling personality of Anna Church makes this job more of a pleasure than a task. 
     Anna has lived in Averill Park for 25 years. She enjoys kayaking, gardening, volunteering and has now added 
retirement to the list. Anna was a long term member of the Sand Lake Ambulance where she served as a call responder, 
EMT instructor and CPR teacher.  
     With her retirement Anna was looking for a new adventure to volunteer for and fortunately for us she chose the Center. 
Since joining, Anna has become involved with most aspects of the plays. Starting with ushering and working behind the 
café but quickly moving to Assistant Director, Stage Manager, Producer, Set Dressing, Costumes, and Set Construction 
she has become a familiar face at the Center. Anna has won multiple awards from TANYS. Her first was for Costuming in  
The Assassin's New Friend and recently she won honors for Set Dressing in Meet Me in St. Louis. When asked what her 
personal goal is while volunteering at the Center, a very curious look came over her face. After a moment she said, ”I 
guess I truly love seeing the plays all come together.” 
     As the sun moved over the house and the tea was long gone we sat gently rocking in the chairs and I suspect we both 
were thinking about the plays all coming together… 

- Barbara Neu    
 

Gene Langley Receives Recognition for Volunteerism                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 

 
 
 

                                                Happy Birthday Barbara Smith!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Gene Langley, of Poestenskill with Lydia Kulbida,  
of News Channel 13 at Jefferson Awards program. 

 

Gene Langley, one of our gifted volunteers, was recently 
nominated for the Sixth Annual Capitol Region Jefferson 
Award by Kay (aka Andy) Spence, Executive Director of Old 
Songs, Inc. (www.oldsongs.org) a not-for-profit organization 
based in Voorheesville and dedicated to preserving 
traditional music and dance.  Locally, the program is 
sponsored by the Times Union, St. Peter’s Health Care 
Services and News Channel 13.  Nominees must reflect the 
spirit of volunteerism in NY’s capitol region.  Gene’s 
contributions include the time and ingenuity he put into the 
renovations of the Old Songs Building in Voorheesville and 
Sand Lake Center for the Arts.  The café and technical booth 
were among his special projects at SLCA where he is the 
Technical Director and serves on the Property and Music 
Committees.  He and his wife, CarolLynn, perform frequently 
at venues from Vermont to North Carolina, and also teach 
mountain dulcimer building and playing to children and 
adults at schools, camps, and festivals.  They co-
founded the Poestenkill Friends of Folk Music Jam Group 
and continue to lead the group after ten years.  We are all 
extremely pleased that a volunteer in the arts would be 
recognized through this award.  We are so proud of Gene, 
and appreciate all he does for the Center. 
 

Circle Theatre Players recently honored Barbara L. Smith 
on the occasion of her 80th birthday.  Barbara has been on 
stage with CTP since 1986.  Everyone will remember her 
as the loveable Opal Kronkie, Miss Marple, Grace in Grace 
and Glorie and most recentlly as the Madwoman of 
Chaillot.  In addition, she has been a CTP Board member, 
Director, Producer and always a lover of theater and its 
players. Sixty-five alumni and current players came from 
near and far to join the festivities. 
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Three Great 2008 Season Squire Jacob Concerts & Two  Exciting Workshops Remain. . .  
  
Clogging Workshop – September 20, 3 - 4:15 p.m.  
Aubrey Atwater will teach a workshop on her unique style of clogging which is based on the traditional 
flatfooting of Appalachia, Canada, and the British Isles.  This will appeal to both beginner and continuing 
cloggers and Jerimoth Hill will provide the music.  Workshop $10, workshop and Jerimoth Hill concert $20. 
  
Jerimoth Hill Concert – September 20, 8 p.m.   
An old time gospel band with glorious 5 part vocal harmonies backed by guitar, banjo, mandolin, fiddle, 
dulcimer, and cello.  In addition, Aubrey Atwater and Elwood Donnelly, and Heidi and John Cerrigione, who 
have appeared in previous Squire Jacob concerts, will also perform some of the music they do as duos. $15 
concert price. 
  
Shakespeare in the Alley Concert – October 11, 8 p. m. 
Retro folk rock including original songs, Irish music, ‘50s Country, ‘60s Pop, ‘70s ballads, Blues, Beatles, 
Dylan, Byrds, Stones, Lehrer, the odd Turk Murphy Dixieland number, a little rockabilly, a couple of Jimi 
Hendrix tunes — and they’re starting to fly some Celtic rock.  Fun for everyone!  $15 concert price. 
 
Mandolin Workshop – November 15, 3 – 4:30 p.m.   
An “Old Time & Bluegrass Mandolin” workshop will be taught by John Rossbach whose instrumental music can 
stop you in your tracks.  We’re working out the details now and a complete description will be on the web site 
soon. Workshop $10, workshop and John Rossbach concert $20. 
 
John Rossbach Concert – November 15, 8 p.m.  
John Rossbach has a powerful and compelling voice that evokes the many moods and magic of traditional 
American roots music.  An award-winning multi-instrumentalist, he can lift you with the lilt of an old time 
mandolin melody, rivet you with a lowdown slide-guitar blues, and fire you up with a driving banjo breakdown!  
John's egregious puns and outrageous tall tales thrill audiences of all ages.  $15 concert price. 
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Save on Squire Jacob  
2009 Season Passes   

 
Available January 1 

Partially Funded By A Grant From NYSCA 

The Squire Jacob Coffeehouse 
Concert Series 

brings the pleasure of the 
multifaceted sounds and rhythms 

of traditional music 
to the ears, and hearts, 

of our audience. 
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The Foreigner 
 

Excellence in Acting to  
Ken Ryer, Bill Douglas, Barbara Smith, Todd Langley , 

 Elizabeth Young, Brian Smith, and Matt DeLong 
 

Excellence in Direction to  
John Trainor 

 

Meet Me in St. Louis 
 

Outstanding Musical Accompaniment to 
Musical Director Marietta Mitchell 

 

Meritorious Achievement in Acting and Vocal Performance to 
Claudia DiMartino, Eliza Figueroa, Jane Figueroa 

Kelly Patnode and Mindi Schwab 
 

Meritorious Achievement to 
the Set, Costume and Prop Crews 

for their contributions and getting the Victorian period "just right" 

 
"Meet Me in St. Louis is an enchanting musical about a simpler, less complicated time in America. Electric lights, ice 
cream cones, telephones in homes - the world at the turn of the last century was about to change, in some ways better 
and in some ways not. But the love the Smith Family has for one another endures, even if life’s simpler pleasures do not. 
Circle Theatre Players presents a very solid and utterly charming production of what is commonly known only as a movie 
musical. However, this production was anything BUT common with several standout performances by the women of the 
show: Mindi Schwab as Rose Smith, Claudia DeMartino as Esther Smith, and Jane Figueroa as Katie O’Downey. 
Capturing our hearts as well were Tootie and Agnes Smith, delightfully portrayed by Eliza Figueroa and Kelly Patnode. 
Kudos to the orchestra of one! - Marietta Mitchell and her amazing piano playing supported this large cast of 25 
passionate performers, some of whom were making their community theater debuts. Finally the production values ably 
delivered by the set, costume, hair and makeup crews tied together this quaint offering of classic Americana with a very 
pretty bow. I am all smiles, and nostalgic, for the good old days."          - Laura Andruski, TANYS Roving Adjudicator 
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The Bertram C. McNary Memorial Award 
Awarded to the student who best exemplifies Mr. McNary’s enthusiasm for, dedication to, and love of the theater. 
Sponsor:  Circle Theatre Players 
Award amount:  $100.00 
Recipient:  Stephanie Maier 
 

Squire Jacob Concert Series Scholarship 
Awarded to a senior who best exemplifies the concept that excellence in music is derived not only through 
technical expertise, but through the sincere desire of the musician to share his or her gift with the listener. 
Sponsor:  Sand Lake Center for the Arts 
Award amount:  $100.00 
Recipient:  Caitlin Dickson 
 

Sand Lake Center for the Arts Scholarship 
Awarded to a senior who has exhibited skill, originality and future potential in the field of the visual arts. 
Sponsor:  Sand Lake Center for the Arts 
Award amount:  $100.00 
Recipient:  Dane Winkler 

����
�������	
������ 
  

Outstanding Musical Director  
Marietta Mitchell of Poestenkill  

 

TANYS FESTIVAL  
November 21-23 

Genessee Community College, Batavia, NY 
 

Celebrity Guest – Robert Forster. Many shows, workshops, many colleagues.   
New and exciting …Adjudicated Design Exhibit (Meet Me in St. Louis gown being entered) 

SLCA Scholarship money and carpooling available. Contact Joan Fuess at jfuess4900@aol.com 
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SLCA-CTP Board  
 

President – Joyce Greenberg 
VP Finance – Sara Sheldon 
VP Programming – Alice Howard 
Treasurer – Rose Miller 
Secretary – Susanne Keller 
Past President – Joan Fuess 
 
Members-at-large – Dudley Dorr, 
    Paul Hans, Shirley Neiss, 
    Barbara Neu, Eric Washburn, 
    Stephanie Weiss 
 
Managing Director:  Debra Roy  
Email:  debra@slca-ctp.org 
 
SLCA-CTP Committee Chairs  

 

Café – Nancie Orsini 
CTP Season – Val Kavanaugh 
CTP Theater – Stephanie Weiss 
Finance – Sara Sheldon/Shirley Neiss 
Grants/Fund Development – Mary Hall 
Holiday Art Fair – Barbara Chesnut 
Landscaping – Warren Weiss 
Marketing – Joan Fuess 
Merchandise/Raffle – Barbara Chesnut/ 

         Shirley Neiss 
Music – CarolLynn Langley 
Newsletter Editors – Joan Fuess/Shirley Neiss 
Program Ads – Barbara Chesnut 
Programming – Alice Howard 
Property – Dudley Dorr 
Publicity – Sara Sheldon/CarolLynn Langley 
Technical Director – Gene Langley 
Visual Arts – Alice Howard 
Volunteers – Joyce Greenberg 
Youth – Debra Roy 
 

Box Office – Kathy Verenini  
Admin. Assistant  – Suzanne Carpenter 
 

Phone  – 518-674-2007 
Website  – www.slca-ctp.org 
Email  – info@slca-ctp.org 
 

Mission:  To enrich community life by 
providing opportunities to work together 
discovering, appreciating and creating 
excellence in theater, the performing arts, 
and the visual arts. 
 

Located in the �  of Rensselaer County 
 

2880 NY 43 
Averill Park, NY 12018 

 

½ mile east of the blinking light in Averill Park 
or just west of the intersection of 

 Rts. 66 & 43 
 

COMING SOON 
 

August  
July 1 - August 15 Exhibit 
    Julia Johnson Rothenberg 
Sunday, August 3 Concert • 1:30 p.m. 
     JanDeBria Trio: Violin, Flute and Cello 
August 16 – September 30 Exhibit 
    Brunswick Center Services 
Sunday, August 17 Concert • 2:30 p.m. 
     Lisa Woods: Sponsored by Zion’s United Church of Christ of  
  Taborton 
September  
Sunday, September 7 Historic Church Tour • 1-5 p.m.  
    Sand Lake Churches 
Sunday, September 14 Artists Reception • 1-4 p.m.  
    Brunswick Center Services 
Saturday, September 20 Workshop • 3-4:15 p.m. 
     Clogging with Aubrey Atwater 
Saturday, September 20 Concert • 8 p.m.  
     Jerimoth Hill 
Saturday, September 27 Special Event • 6-9 p.m.  
     A Taste of Sand Lake 
 

October  
October 1 - 31 Exhibit 
    Sam Ciraulo 
Sunday, October 5 Workshop • 1:30 p.m. 
     Fundamentals of Photography with Sam Ciraulo 
Sunday, October 5 Artists Reception • 4-6 p.m.  
    Sam Ciraulo 
Saturday, October 11 Concert • 8 p.m.  
     Shakespeare in the Alley 
October 17, 18, 24, 25 • 8 p.m.      
October 19, 25, 26  • 2:30 p.m.  
     The Good Doctor by Neil Simon 
 

November  
November 1 - 15 Exhibit 
    Holiday Art Fair Regional Artists 
Saturday and Sunday, November 1 & 2 • 10 a.m. - 4 p .m. 
    Holiday Art Fair 
Monday and Tuesday, November 10 & 11 • 7 p.m. 
     Auditions – Go Back for Murder and Smoke on the Mountain 
Saturday, November 15 Workshop • 3-4:30 p.m. 
     Mandolin with John Rossbach 
Saturday, November 15 Concert • 8 p.m.  
     John Rossbach 
November 16 – December 31 Exhibit 
    Constance Alexander 
Sunday, November 16 Artists Reception • 4-6 p.m.  
    Constance Alexander 
 

December  
Saturday, December 6 • TBA  
     The Sky is Falling by Barbara Leavell Smith 
Sunday, December 7 Workshop • 1:30 p.m. 
     Drawing with Pencil with Constance Alexander 
Monday and Tuesday, December 8 & 9 • 7 p.m. 
     Auditions – A Night at the Abbey 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

Sand Lake Center for the Arts
Circle Theatre Players
P.O. Box 179
Averill Park, NY 12018
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* participating establishments 
 

* AJ’s Pizzeria * Arlington House * Crooked Lake Ho use * Lakeview Inn * LaPerla Ristorante * Towne Tav ern 
* Uncle Marty’s Adirondack Grille * Young’s Pharmac y & General Store * 

 

Come and Enjoy 

A Taste of Sand Lake 
 

at the 

5th Anniversary Celebration 
 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 
6pm - 9pm 
 
$25.00 per person 
Tickets must be purchased in 
advance.  Price includes food  
and non-alcoholic beverages. 
Cash bar for wine & beer.  

 

* Enjoy an Evening of Celebration! *  
 

Sample food of local establishments  
 

Take chances to win great prizes 
 

Savor the sounds of local talent 
 

Mingle with friends, old and new 
 

For ticket information, visit our website: 
www.slca-ctp.org 


