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Behind the Scenes  
with Debra Roy …  

 
     A huge shout out goes to our neighbors and renowned 
singers, Chris Shaw and Bridget Ball, for performing a sold 
out concert on February 7 to benefit the Sand Lake Center 
for the Arts.  Chris and Bridget graced our stage with a night 
of song, storytelling, fun, and friendship.  They made all of us 
feel warm, relaxed and entertained on a cold winter's night.  
We had visitors from next door and as far away as New 
Jersey.  Thank you to Chris and Bridget, their son Silas, our 
fantastic volunteers and the entire audience for making the 
night a great success! 
     Continuing with our celebrated neighbors, students from 
Averill Park Central School District have been a large part of 
our events this year.  We had amazing artwork created by 
elementary students to high school seniors on exhibit in our 
art gallery.  Our Sundays at the Center featured the high 
school A Capella group and the Jazz Ensemble.  Later this 
year, we will feature the noted columnist Fred LeBrun 
sharing his Hudson River knowledge, the prominent author 
William Kennedy presenting a reading from his books, and 
the internationally known artist, Len Tantillo exhibiting pieces 
of his works.  We have an extraordinarily creative and richly 
talented community from students to professionals and it is 
our pleasure to showcase them at the Center! 

- Debra Roy, Managing Director 
674-2007 
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Administrative News page 2 

Squire Jacob & New Board Member page 3 

Circle Theatre Players & Clowns page 4 & 5 

Summer Youth Program page 6 & 7 

Sundays at the Center and more page 8 

Special Events & Workshops  page 9 

Visual Arts  page 10 

Superstar Volunteer and Awards page 11 

2009 SLCA Calendar page 12 
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Come and Enjoy 
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     It is hard to believe but it is once again time for me to write a column for our newsletter.  Time is going so fast this 2008-
2009 season, there have been so many activities and so many more have been planned.  I find it difficult to keep up with 
the activities which is why I constantly look at our website (which is a wonderful resource) and clipped our ad in the 
Advertiser that listed what is on our calendar for the year 2009.  A copy of that calendar is on the back page of this 
newsletter, so if you can see what is happening in the next 9 months. 
     Our Annual Meeting scheduled for January 24th was postponed due to a power outage.  It was held on the 8th of 
February at the Center.  Board members, committee chairs, TANYS award recipients and community members interested 
in our center were present at the meeting.  Committee chairs gave their annual reports and it was fascinating to recap what 
everyone has done throughout the past year.  It makes me proud to be part of such a wonderful volunteer based 
organization.  
     Our Managing Director was unable to attend, but her report provided us with an overview of all she does for the Center.  
Her community contacts and her five day a week presence at the Center really makes us a hub of the community.  On 
almost every weekday there is at least one event occurring, whether it be a rehearsal, class, workshop, meeting, play or 
concert, to name but a few of our activities.   
     The awards earned by those involved in Circle Theatre Players through the Theatre Association of New York State were 
given to those individuals who were unable to attend the annual TANYS conference this past November.  It is always a 
pleasure to watch someone receive an award that they worked so hard to achieve, so kudos to everyone connected with 
Circle Theatre Players who received an award from TANYS this past year! 
     The Board of Directors has said good bye to three of our own - Paul Hans and Eric Washburn have decided to go off 
board.  While they are off board their activity level has not decreased, Paul has graciously agreed to assist us in the 
financial area, and Eric is directing a play in the “A Night at the Abbey” production.  Eric was on the board for 3 years and 
helped us through some interesting times with his clear concise no-nonsense attitude.  Paul has been treasurer and a 
member-at-large for several years and has helped to steer us in the right direction on many an occasion.  Joan Fuess has 
been a part of Circle Theatre Players since its conception and has been the moving force for the development of the 
Center.  She was a board member for 25 years and an ex-officio member for the past 3 years.  This is the first year  

that she will not have a presence on the board.  Her actions 
are legendary and yet she too will remain closely connected 
to the Center.  She is a member of the theatre committee, is 
marketing chairperson, co-edits this newsletter, and will 
return to directing this fall.   
     While Paul, Eric and Joan will be off-board their presence 
will be felt and appreciated by those that continue to work 
with them.  Thank you for continuing to show your love for the 
Center and the people connected to it.  Each of these 
individuals has been thanked by members of the board, 
please feel free to thank them when you see them. 
     In my mind this just shows the commitment and love 
towards the Center that our volunteers have.  So thank you. 

- Joyce Greenberg, President 
 

 

SLCA-CTP Board of Directors  
President – Joyce Greenberg 
VP Finance – Shirley Neiss 
VP Programming – Alice Howard 
Treasurer – Jeremy Nichols 
Secretary – Susanne Keller 
Members-at-large – Dudley Dorr, Rose Miller,   
    Barbara Neu, Sara Sheldon, Stephanie Weiss 
 
Managing Director – Debra Roy  
     Email:  debra@slca-ctp.org 
Box Office – Kathy Verenini  
 
SLCA-CTP Committee Chairs  

CTP Season – Val Kavanaugh 
CTP Theater – Stephanie Weiss 
Finance – Shirley Neiss 
Fund Development & Grants – Mary Hall, Debra Roy 
Landscaping – Warren Weiss 
Marketing – Joan Fuess 
Music – CarolLynn Langley 
Programming – Alice Howard 
Property – Dudley Dorr 
Publicity – Sara Sheldon, CarolLynn Langley 
Visual Arts – John Roy 
Volunteers – Joyce Greenberg, Sally McCracken 
Youth – Debra Roy 
 
Phone  – 518-674-2007 
Website  – slca-ctp.org 
Email  – info@slca-ctp.org 
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Barbara Neu & Ron Berti Christine & John Kronau 
Cris & Ed Blanchard Martha Leckonby 
Nancy & James Dunn Mary Lynch & Rudy Stegemoeller 
Melinda Fowler Cathy & Will Welling 
Val Gray  
  
 
Donations were made in honor of 
Our children from Barbara & Tom Chesnut 
Bridget Ball & Chris Shaw  from Karen & Chet Opalka 
 
Donations were made in memory of 
Frank Morlock  from Ruth Morlock 
Edward C. Oakley  from Doris B. Oakley 
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��������������������April 25 will bring us the breathtaking technique, passion and grace of the flamenco guitar playing of Maria 
Zemantauski .  It has been said that her love of the guitar and her music is surpassed only by her love for her audience.  
Maria is one of the world’s few heralded women flamenco guitarists, and one of the even fewer female flamenco 
composers, and her recordings have received stellar reviews from music critics around the world.  This local artist who has 
performed flamenco and classical music across Spain and the continental United States, as well as in Italy where, in 2004 
she was invited to represent the United States in the 7th Annual Acoustic Guitar Summit, will bring with her to the Squire 
Jacob stage two electrifying flamenco dancers, La Nina and Lisa Martinez, as well as Squire Jacob favorite, percussionist 
Brian Melick, who is always brilliant, always endearing, and frequently humorous. 
     Then, on May 30 singer/composer/guitarist Jed Marum  of Texas, will join violinist Allen Brenner of Pennsylvania as 
they bring their remarkable talent together for the first time.  Jed has a keen interest in history and the passing of culture 
from generation to generation.  His songs are both traditional and contemporary in a style that is both Celtic and American 
with strong bluegrass roots.  He is a warm and comfortable performer with a story to tell and a gift for the telling.  Allen 
began his musical life at the age of 11 as a classical violinist in various chamber orchestras and ensembles, one of which 
performed at Carnegie Hall.  This may account, in part, for the incredible expressiveness of his playing.  Eventually he 
experimented with jazz and pop music and then turned to folk music with the flavor of his Irish heritage.  Both Jed and 
Allen are known for perpetuating the music of the Civil War era and have appeared in several Civil War films.  To 
complement this interest, on the afternoon of their concert there will be an event titled “Hard Times & Home Fires – Beyond 
the Battlefield 1861 – 1865.”  See more about this exciting family day elsewhere in this newsletter. 
     Three more superb concerts will round out the season in the fall, and two of them will be a part of SLCA’s celebration of 
the Hudson-Fulton-Champlain Quadracentennial.  We look forward to your support of Squire Jacob and to seeing you at 
the concerts. 

              - CarolLynn Langley 
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     Recently, I had the opportunity to interview Jeremy Nichols, SLCA’s new treasurer. Here’s what 
he had to say…… 
     Jeremy, why did you join the Center?  
     “I joined the Center because I think it is important, especially in the Capital Region, to support 
the arts and culture, as they are one aspect of society that is necessary in order for this area to 
continue to develop.”  
     We are all happy that you joined and that you have become treasurer. What made you decide 
on the challenges of that position?  
     “I’m a CPA and CFE and manager at The Bonadio Group in Albany and the CFO of The 
Stakeholders, and Stakeholders Foundation.”  
     Well, that certainly means you are well qualified for the job. Is there a particular goal or dream 
you have for the Center?  

     “I do not have any particular goals for the Center at this point, as I have not had significant experience with the Center in 
the past, but I take this as a learning experience and look forward to becoming more familiar with the Center and all it has to 
offer over the coming years.”  
     Is there anything else you would like to add to this interview?  
     “I would also like to say that I am excited to be on the board of this organization that has grown so much over the last few 
years, and will continue to grow in the near future.” 
      Jeremy is very busy now, as you may expect, with taxes and tax forms and tax deadlines. So I thank him very much for 
taking the time from his busy schedule to let us get to know him a little bit better. Keep up the good work Jeremy.  
 

Would you like to place your business ad in our Program Ads Booklet?  Or what about promoting your organization 
(Kiwanis, Elks, Quilters group, church, etc.)?  We distribute our Program Ads Booklets at all events held at  
the Sand Lake Center for the Arts, as well as at popular county happenings throughout the year.  Let us  
help you spread the word relating to what service you provide and support a worthwhile cultural endeavor 
at the same time.  Contact Barbara Chesnut (674-4005 or bubbles790@aol.com) by April 30, 2009 for  
details and application. 
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                                                        Go Back for Murder attracted good audiences who enjoyed the game of trying to  
                                                   figure out who done it (and were rarely correct).  Vallis Goodermote and Mary Lynch  
                                                   each won a TANYS award for meritorious achievement in acting and we congratulate 
                                                   them for that; and the play had the largest Saturday matinee attendance to date.   
                                                   However, their greatest achievement may very well be their amazing ensemble work in  
                                                   difficult circumstances.   
                                                         About three weeks prior to opening night it was determined that director, Gene  
                                                   Langley, would have to bow out because of health problems and his wife, CarolLynn,  
                                                   stepped in to his position.  Although she tried to maintain Gene’s vision of the play as 
much as possible, this had to be a difficult transition for the cast to make.  At just about the same time, they received 
word that one of the cast members was leaving the production.  Rather than let this throw them, it was quickly decided 
that Bill Douglas would accept the challenge of playing a dual role.  Bill astounded everyone by arriving at the next 
rehearsal “off book,” with his new character’s lines nearly memorized.  Next, the artist who was to paint a portrait that 
was required for the set withdrew his services.  Undismayed, CarolLynn took a photograph of actress Natalya Davis, and 
costumer Tom Holmes, and actress Nicole Sanderson “photoshopped” it to look like an oil painting.  Then, it was 
determined that an element of the set wasn’t working and Nicole arrived with her mom, lumber, and some tools and set 
to work fixing it.  The series of five different vignettes in Act 1 each required a different set and stage crew Audrey 
Trupia, Nancie Orsini, and Paul Trela, who was also an able assistant director, did an amazing job of making the 
transitions quickly and smoothly, while producer Stephanie Weiss stepped in to fill a vacancy for one performance.  Actor 
Sean Owens took on the job of watching the script to keep the stage crew on their toes, while the rest of the cast, Dick 
Griffin, Ken Ryer, Vallis, Mary, and Natalya were always right there offering assistance and good doses of humor.  Dan 
Ashdown, with the help of his wife, Laurel, managed the programming of the light board for the first time without Gene’s 
help.  A final important undertaking of the entire cast was to offer support in light of Gene’s ongoing health issues, which, 
happily have been resolved. 
     If ever a cast worked perfectly together, hand in hand, to flawlessly present a fine production under the most difficult 
of circumstances, this one receives top billing! 
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Our first in-classroom educational program will 
be held for grades 4 and 5 at the Poestenkill 
Elementary School.  On April 24th, The Sky is 
Falling: a Comic Fable for Our Time will be 
presented featuring Allan Randall, Ralph 
Huntington, Bridget Lynch-Stegemoeller,  
Jake Fisch, Katie Macary and Peter Keller.  The 
premiere of this original environmental script by 
Barbara Leavell Smith was held in December at 
SLCA. 
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July 6–August 1  Ages 8–11 (3rd-6th grade) $50 materials fee  

Rehearsal 2 nights a week and 1 weekend day  
 PERFORMANCE DATES  JULY 31st 7pm & August 1st 2pm 

 

 
 

�����������	��
����	��
������������ �

�������� ��
�

-���
���.
���	��	������������
�����		�����
�������
 ��
&�������������������&����
��
���	� �	
��

����� /��0���
�������
����
	��
��1
�����		�������������
�����	��
 ��
�&��	�������
�����
	����2��
��������
�	�
�	���&���� &����
	���������������	#�
�����
�������&
����
��	���
�	
��

����������
������
� ���2��
��������������
�������
��������
����������.��	�������������	����#�
�����
� �������

��������������������	��������
�����	�&
����
��	���
�	
��

������������
������
� ���3�����
�������������
������	
��

����� �	����&����&������
��&����&������������
���������	�������	��������
�����	���



Page 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

������������������������������������ ����
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Golden Pond  by Ernest Thompson is the opening play of the CTP 2009-2010 season to be held in mid-October. 
This favorite play, later made into a movie, is the love story of Ethel and Norman Thayer and contains all the dynamics 
that happen between husband and wife in their later years, the strain between a father and adult daughter and being 
"grandparents" to a teenage boy. 
 
Needed are: Norman Thayer, Jr.,  a reluctantly retired professor who is a bit cranky, yet has a recognizable likability 
and adores Ethel.  His age is upwards of 60.  His wife, Ethel Thayer  (age 55-70s) is nurturing and supportive and the 
perfect foil for Norman.  Chelsea is their daughter, a divorced professional in her 30s-40s who is eager for approval, is 
frequently disappointed and is not the son that Norman wanted.  She arrives with her dentist fiancé, Bill  (30s-50s) who 
is uncomfortable with Norman and the nature surroundings of the Thayer lake side summer home.  When they leave to 
get married, they leave behind Bill's 11-15 year old son.  Billy is a "tough" teenage kid who is afraid of nothing and 
finds Norman "creepy" at first. Chelsea's long time admirer, Charlie Martin , the local mailman, also drops in. 

 
For more information, contact the Director, Joan Fuess at jfuess4900@aol.com 
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by Ernest Thompson 

 

Auditions - June 1 & 2 at 7pm  
Callbacks - June 4 at 7pm 

Performances - October 16 - 25 
 

You’ll go back to a simpler time and place, 1938 in western North 
Carolina, as you become a member of the congregation of Mount 
Pleasant Church where laughter rolls in like the morning fog off the 
Blue Ridge Mountains. Pastor Mervin Oglethorpe, in an attempt to 
move his flock into the “modern world,” has invited the Sanders 
Family Singers to the church’s first ever Saturday Night Sing. 
You’ll laugh till you cry, and then shed a real tear or two as Burl, 
Vera, their three children, and Burl’s black sheep brother, Stanley, 
share their stories with you. They’ll delight you with some of the 
best old time gospel tunes ever written as they sing and play their 
way through the evening. Your feet will start to tappin’, your hands 
will start to clappin’, and you’ll just have to sing along! 
 

Once you’ve experienced it, you’ll understand why “Smoke on the 
Mountain” is one of the most produced shows in the country. It’s 
totally beguiling and wildly funny! 
 

May 8, 9, 15, 16 at 8pm; May 10, 16, 17 at 2:30pm. $19 
Reserve Now! 

Sand Lake Center for the Arts & Poestenkill Youth Department 
Work in partnership to offer the following program: 
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Watch, enjoy, interact, and learn while Sean Fagan (The Famous Seano of 
Circus Theatricks) and Eric Shova (Actor and teacher extraordinaire) recite 
poetry, clown around, sing songs, represent the stock characters of a fool and 
a scholar, and teach a lesson in the 3 types of plays Shakespeare wrote.  Fun 
for the whole family!  Tickets are $5 per person $15 per family.  Poestenkill 
residents are free of charge.  Reserve your seats now by calling 674-2007 or 
emailing reservations@slca-ctp.org�
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Week 3 – Movement, Music & Mime        July 13 - 17 

CREATIVE MOVEMENT 
With Jackie Abbott             
Ages 4-8 
M-F 9am–10:30am  
Tuition:  $45/Wk. + $5 materials fee 
 

This class is an enjoyable way for 
young children to develop physical 
skills, channel their energy, and 
stimulate their imagination and 
creativity .  There will be a theme 
based story and craft project. 
 

KOMOTION  
With Rich Kuperberg    
Ages 9-16 
M-F 3:30pm–5pm 
Tuition:  $50/Week 
 

Learn the movements that build illusions 
created by pantomime artists. The box, 
the robot, the wall, the rope pull, and 
more. Create your own mime piece with 
magical skills that build physical 
strength and agility. 
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MAKE YOUR OWN 
THEATER 
With Val Kavanaugh Ages 11-14 
M-F 9am–12pm 
Tuition:  $45/Week 
 

Kids create and present their own 
short play.  Besides learning some 
basic elements of acting and some of 
the “how to’s” of production, children 
will have the opportunity to practice 
improvisation, to use their bodies and 
voices in theater games, to make 
some new friends, and to explore the 
world of theater. 

 

ACTING and IMPROV   
With Nan Mullenneaux Ages 12-16 
M-F 1pm–3pm 
Tuition:  $55/Week 
 

 
Middle and high-school aged students 
will explore professional techniques 
in character development, comedy 
versus drama, memorization tricks, 
and more.  They will use these skills in 
scenes from Broadway plays and 
movie scripts. The final class will be 
an open rehearsal for family and 
friends.        
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HIP HOP ZUMBA 
With Diane Nardacci 
Ages 8-11 
M-F 1pm–3pm 
Tuition:  $50/Week 
 

Begin class with a warm up and stretch 
and get ready for action!  Develop the 
skills of hip hop, zumba, and jazz 
dancing with emphasis on movement 
and creativity.  Work with Diane to 
create a dance for performance. 

 

Weeks 1 & 2 
June 29 & July 6 

 

WEEK 4 
 

FUN ON 
STAGE! 

 
July 20-24 

 

���������	����������	����������	����������	�

		�
		�
		�
		�� ���

�	
��
����	�	
��
����	�	
��
����	�	
��
����	 �������� ����

 

 

  
 



Page 7 

 

SAND LAKE CENTER FOR THE ARTS SUMMER PROGRAM REGIST RATION FORM 2009 
Student 
Name___________________________________Age____Address___________________________________________________ 
 

Telephone ___________________________________   Email______________________________________________________     
 
�  Creative Movement       �  Zumba Junior!          �  Komotion Mime    �  Make Your Own Theater    �  Acting & Improv   
    Total $50                            Total $50                      Total $50                    Total $45                                 Total $55 
 

�  ArtSmart         �  Creative Clay       �  Youth Theatre Players               **** Contact Sean Fagan directly at 326-8262 
     Total $55             Total $55                 Total $50                                                    to register for Circus Theatricks**** 
 

In case of emergency, contact _____________________ at ________________OR___________________ at ________________ 
 

As parent/guardian I � DO agree to allow my child’s photo to appear in SLCA-CTP marketing, publicity. 

 

As parent/guardian, I � DO authorize SLCA to notify me about future opportunities for my child’s participation in upcoming 
acting roles, classes, etc. 
 

Parent Name_____________________________________ Parent Signature__________________________________________ 
 
If you would like to register for one or more of our workshops, please fill out the registration form and return it with your check 
made payable to SLCA-CTP to PO Box 179, Averill Park, NY  12018.  We must receive your registration form and full payment 
two weeks prior to workshops beginning. Register early as spaces are limited and class may be canceled if registrations are low. 
In this event you may transfer to another workshop if space permits or request that your money be refunded.  A full refund will be 
available if you withdraw at least two weeks prior to the start of your workshop.  No refund will be available if you withdraw 
after this time.   Visit our website at slca-ctp.org or call 674·2007�for more information. 

 

�
����
������	�������	
����	� �

�

� �� �
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

  
 

Week 5–Hands On Art!  
July 27 - 31 

ARTSMART With Pat Smart    
Ages 6-12      M-F 9am-10:30am  
Tuition:  $45/Week + $10 materials fee             
                                                                                                 
Children will truly enjoy this wonderful program of three 
simultaneous creative arts activities – The new programs are Batik  
with a cold resist, sun prints and mosaic.  Pat has new and exciting 
things for old and new students – bring a friend! 

CREATIVE CLAY  
With Jami Gras 
Ages 6-12      M-F 1pm – 3pm 
Tuition:  $45/Week + $10 materials fee 
 
Kids will be encouraged to experiment and 
use their imagination to have fun and 
learn sculpting skills through a variety of 
activities which include: 
Pinch Pots, Masks, Carving, and Hand 
Building.  You will be able to bring home 
your items after they are glazed! 
 

 

Circle Theatre Players’ youth theater education program. 
Sue Frost and Val Kavanaugh will teach acting skills, 
direct and produce the show.  They’re looking forward to 
working with enthusiastic young actors on this project.   

The first 20 students to sign up will be accepted.  All will have 
a role in the show and a chance to explore building sets and 
costumes and the opportunity to explore theater individually 
and work as a group to present a show for the public. 
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�� by Ric Averill  
July 6–August 1  Ages 8–11 (3rd-6th grade) $50 materials fee  

Rehearsal 2 nights a week and 1 weekend day  
 PERFORMANCE DATES  JULY 31st 7pm & August 1st 2pm 
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Sand Lake Center for the Arts continues its 2009 season of  
“Sundays at the Center” with new programs on the first  
Sunday afternoon of every month.  Reservations are not needed for 
most of the events described below.  Come join us for family fun, 
entertainment and enrichment.  Visit our website at slca-ctp.org for 
more information about our “Sundays at the Center” program. 

April 5  1:30pm   Averill Park High School Jazz Ensemble  Free       
The Jazz Ensemble, begun in 2001, is one of the few high school jazz ensembles in the area that meet as an integral 
part of the school’s curriculum, rather than as an extra curricular activity.  Throughout the year, the students study a 
wide range of jazz styles and compositions, both historical and contemporary.  The Ensemble regularly performs at 
both local and out-of-state jazz festivals and has been recognized with numerous awards at the New York State 
School Music Association’s annual spring evaluations. 
 
May 3  1:30pm   Jim Craner, Photographing Flowers in the Garden   Free 
Improve your photography of flowers with Jim Craner as your instructor.  Jim's talk will be illustrated with tulip images 
captured at the annual Albany Tulip Festival.  Jim has been photographing the tulip beds each year for over a decade 
and will share his tips for capturing dramatic images.  Jim is a professional nature photographer and member of the 
Schenectady Photographic Society.  This year’s Albany Tulip Festival will be held on Mother’s Day weekend, May 9-10 
in Washington Park.  
 
June 7  1:30pm   Randi Bentley, Galapagos Inspired Drawing Workshop  Free 
Randi Bentley will lead a drawing workshop which gets its inspiration from her paintings of the Galapagos Islands.  
She will bring a selection of mollusks and corals from which you can draw.  “Viewing and drawing specimens from 
different angles will enhance observation and graphic skills”, she says.  Randi will bring some scientific texts covering 
the sea specimens you’ll draw.  She will also bring her notebook of Galapagos drawings she used for her paintings.  
Randi’s Galapagos paintings will be on view in the SLCA Gallery from May 16th until June 30th.  Call for reservations or 
simply come on in.  
 
July 5  1:30pm   “The 4 th on the 5 th” – an Old Fashioned July 4th Celebration   Free 
“Sundays at the Center” has a special treat in store in July.  We will celebrate the 4th of July on Sunday July 5th.  Think 
of an old fashioned celebration -  watermelon, cotton candy, children’s games and of course, no 4th celebration would 
be complete without Uncle Sam himself.  So gather the kids and join the fun on Sunday 5th July from 1pm to 4pm.  No 
reservations needed.     
 
August 2  1:30pm   Sue Gersten speaks about Modern Cuba  Free 
Sue Gersten will speak about life in Modern Cuba.  At a time when Cuba remains off-limits to most travelers, Sue has 
traveled to Havana three times in the last eight years.  She will talk about the people she has met in a country that has 
a rich history but, at present, very limited freedoms under a strong dictator.  Her images and talk will address home life, 
work, education and religion.  Sue’s photographs of Cuba will be on view in the SLCA Gallery from July 1st until August 
15th.   

- Alice Howard 
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Playreading Group  
Playreading group meets April 5th to read "Lives of the Saints" by David  
Ives, May 17th to read "The Cherry Orchard" by Anton Chekov, and  
June 14th to read "Playboy of the Western World".  All are welcome - no 
experience necessary.  We meet at 2:30pm.  Call Val Kavanaugh (674-2426) for more 
information and directions.                                                           - Valerie Kavanaugh 

 

Writing Programs to Continue Throughout the Year  
 
     Judging by the enormous success of our January 4th poetry workshop, many area writers will be interested to learn 
about our upcoming events. 
     Since the poetry workshop drew 17 participants when we only expected 12, we recognize how popular this topic is with 
area writers.  So we have decided that our next writing workshop, scheduled for Sunday, April 19th, from 1pm until 4pm , 
will again cover the topic of poetry.  This fits right into the celebration of National Poetry Month which has been recognized 
each April since 1996.  Save the date on your calendars; we expect even more participants, and we are working on some 
surprises! 
     In addition to the Poetry Workshop on April 19th, we are just beginning to investigate interest in attending open mic 
poetry readings at SLCA.  If you would be interested in reading or attending, would like more information, or would like to 
help in assessing interest and other steps in the planning process, please contact Event Coordinator Ellen Brady at  
674-0625, or via her e-mail address:  beepone@sbcglobal.net 
     Last, but not least, the Sand Lake Writers Peer Group is still meeting at SLCA the first Tuesday evening of each month 
from 6:30pm until 8:30pm.  We are a group of area writers who seek the camaraderie, support, and encouragement of 
other writers.  We work in all genres and share our work at each meeting.  We have a couple of positions open, so if you 
have been searching for a group like this, get in touch with Ellen Brady at the contact information provided above. 
 We are always interested in any suggestions for our quarterly workshop topics as well as ideas for any additional 
writing events, so the SLCA writing program is just beginning! 

- Ellen Brady 
 

  
multitude of enjoyable and educational activities will await you and your family at 42 
Schumann Road, less than a mile from SLCA, from high noon to early evening on 
Saturday, May 30.  Hoop skirts, military uniforms, demonstrations of period crafts,  
handkerchief dolls, horseshoe nail rings, wagons, tintypes, rousing dances and music, 

music, music will take you back in time as you experience life as it was in the second half of 
nineteenth century America.  First you’ll experience the Opening Ceremonies and flag raising.  
Next, enjoy your own picnic lunch and then while away the afternoon as you tour Berti’s his-
toric house; partake of refreshing lemonade, iced tea, and popcorn; explore the various indoor 
and outdoor displays and participate in many hands-on activities, including an open jam for the 
musically inclined.  This is the 200th anniversary of the birth of Abraham Lincoln and it’s just 
possible that Mr. Lincoln himself will be there giving his famous Gettysburg Address.  Box 
lunch suppers will be available to top off the day’s events. 
 
“Hard Times & Home Fires” will be a benefit for the Sand Lake Center for the Arts and only a 
small donation is suggested for each individual or family.  The closing time of 7pm will allow 
everyone to make their way to the Center in time to enjoy the evening’s Squire Jacob concert 
with Jed Marum and Allen Brenner who will come to us from Texas and Pennsylvania, respec-
tively, as they continue the Civil War theme through their superior musical offerings. 
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GALLERY EXHIBITIONS 
April – August  2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The visual arts program through the spring and summer offers a wide range of exciting artistic presentations for the 
entire community. All gallery exhibitions are free and open to the public on Sundays from 1 - 4 pm, on Wednesdays and 
Fridays from 10am – 12 pm, and during all SLCA performances and other events.  Our gallery shows change every six 
weeks, and most of the work may be purchased, which benefits both the artist and the SLCA.  It’s a good way to begin or 
add to a collection! 
   
Jacqueline Watsky  
April 1 – May 15                                                                                                          Reception, Sunday, April 19, 2– 4pm 
Jacqueline presents us with a series of carefully composed two-dimensional constructions.  ”I am creating images out of 
things I find.  I love the sculptural shapes found in packing material and cardboard, ordinary stuff found in our 
environment.”  These materials are joined with acrylic paint to form stunning images of dreamlike intensity.  
 
Randall Bentley  
May 16 – June 30                                                                                                          Reception, Sunday, June 7, 2– 4pm 
Our gallery show in May and June brings us the colorful landscapes of local artist Randi Bentley.  Her latest oils highlight 
the Galapagos Islands. Randi’s academic background in the sciences leads to a high level of definitive accuracy in her 
work. That detail combined with bright Impressionist color produces work with strong visual appeal.  Randi reminds us 
that this year celebrates Darwin’s bicentenary, so the Galapagos subject is particularly pertinent now.  Randi will be 
holding a drawing workshop on Sunday, June 7. 
 
Susan Gersten  
July 1 – August 15                                                                                                     Reception, Sunday, August 2, 2– 4pm 
A broad range of remarkable photographs is offered to us in July.  Sue Gersten captures the “essence inherent in each 
subject … the feeling which the photograph conveys to the viewer.”  This essence “transcends the physical attributes of 
the subject itself and emerges as the power of the moment frozen in time.”  A number of her photographs depict modern 
Cuban settings.  On Sunday, August 2, Sue will discuss contemporary Cuban life as she has visited Cuba three times in 
the last eight years. 
 
John Richards  
August 16 – September 30                                                                                                                                No reception 
The end of summer bring us the rich, warm oil paintings of John Richards.  The paintings are for the most part classical 
still lifes and landscapes and reflect “my longing for a simpler world with simple pleasures.  I am a great fan of the 
Hudson River School of artists and the Dutch Still Life painters of the 16th and 17th centuries and consequently, many of 
my works are painted in those styles.  I also paint what I call ‘situational figurative’ compositions which portray a human 
situation.” 

- John Roy 
 

CALL FOR ARTIST ENTRIES 
 

     The Sand Lake Center for the Arts Gallery mounts changing exhibits of artworks for 
individual and group shows.  This spring the SLCA Visual Arts gallery review committee will 
select artists for exhibitions for the 2010 calendar year.  We invite submissions from 
experienced professionals as well as emerging artists.  We show photography and wall art 
in all media. 
     If you wish to be considered for a showing of your original art work, please contact the 
Center at info@slca-ctp.org.  You can mail several representative photos or slides of your 
work to Sand Lake Center for the Arts Gallery, PO Box 179, Averill Park, NY 12018, 
Attention: John Roy. Alternatively you can send images by email.  Or if you have a website 
that includes sufficient and very readable examples of your work, that would be acceptable 
also.  Please also include a brief resume. 



Page 11 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*������������������*������������������*������������������*������������������ ����
 
     Who says "YES" to volunteerism, and why?  Anna Church, that's who.....  Why?  Well, first   
a little about Anna, one of SLCA-CTP's Superstars: Born in Hoosick Falls, NY - living in Averill  
Park since 1985, Anna is a perfect example of one who gives because she finds joy and  
fulfillment in it.  It make her happy.  Just take a look at her life! 
     Anna was employed by Mathew Bender Law Books for 23 years in Information Services  
after which she was the Office Manager for Quality Management of Social Work and Case  
Management for 13 years at Albany Med.  In 2006 Anna retired from her position, and  
continues to maintain her friendships with peers from Albany Med.  Did Anna really retire?   
Absolutely not, she works part-time at Patroon Nursery with plant care and customer service.  In the fall she works at 
Hoffay Farms selling the harvest.  Anna and her life partner, Bob Shuey, have an antique  
business called Churchmouse Antiques, which has a booth at Gristmill Antiques on NY 7 in  
Raymertown. 
     Bob introduced Anna to the world of Civil War enactments.  For 20 years Bob and Anna  
said, “YES”  . They are volunteers in the “living history” with period dress, tents and reenactments of what life was like 
during the Civil War and traveling across country to Civil War sites.   Anna also  said, “YES”  to the Sand Lake Ambulance 
becoming an EMT. 
������When did Anna begin saying, “YES” to the SLCA-CTP?  Beginning in 2001, she served as an usher, doing café work, 
running the raffle table and being the house manger.  Anna said “YES” to working on  the Annual Arts Fair.  Then, one 
day she was asked to be Assistant Director on a CTP show.  She, of course, said, “YES”.  Anna found herself working on 
the set design and set dressing , and she says that job “struck a creative artistic chord!”.  Now, for a grand Anna-ism in 
volunteering --- you just saw her on stage in Spreading the News  as an actress!  She has continued to work on every 
show , receiving TANYS (Theatre Association of New York State) Merit Awards for costuming, and set dressing.�
�����Of volunteering, Anna says that people ask her when they see her so frequently at the Center, “Do you live here?”  To 
that Anna says, “The Center is a big part of my life, I miss it when I’m away.  I try to say, “YES”  when I can.  Anna, during 
intermissions, talks with people, even strangers - she notices people.  “People like it when you come up and talk with 
them.”  �
�����I asked Anna what she would say to a person who is thinking about volunteering.  “These are interesting and fulfilling 
experiences.  I am finding my creative side and meeting really interesting people, and it’s fun!  I’ve made a whole new 
group of friends.  Volunteers are good people.  Volunteering makes me feel good, and I think everyone likes to feel good.”  
When asked, “What matters”, there was no hesitation.  Anna told me, “Being happy, being alive, every day is a gift I savor 
in everything I do, every morning when I wake up and every night before I sleep.”   
     For Anna we are thankful and very proud.  I invite you who know how valuable Anna is to say hello....and Thanks!    

- Sally McCracken 
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CTP - Award Winning Theater!  
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Go Back for Murder 
 

Meritorious Achievement in Acting to  
Vallis Goodermote 

for her role as Carla/Caroline 
 

Meritorious Achievement in Acting to  
Mary Lynch 

for her role as Miss Williams 
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BMI Supply Design Competition and Exhibition 
Certificate of Merit to the  
Costume Design Team   

for Creativity and Execution of the Design for  
     Meet Me in St. Louis, Circle Theatre Players 

presented November 22, 2008 
in the Stuart Steiner Theater  

Genessee Community College, Batavia, NY 
by Karel Blakely 

Chair, Department of Theatre, Lemoyne College 
 

Recognition of display of three costumes along with  
pictures of the costumes in MMSL 

Design Team:  Denise Hartman, Lois Staugaitis,  
and Carol Karpien  
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Sand Lake Center for the Arts
Circle Theatre Players
P.O. Box 179
Averill Park, NY 12018
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