
    
M essage from the M essage from the M essage from the M essage from the PresidentPresidentPresidentPresident    

 
 

     Twenty-five years in our theater life - wow! How the years 
have flown.  The people we have worked with from all ages, all 
walks of life, joining together for that magical period when it all 
comes together and the audience arrives has special meaning to 
me.  There is the whole theater family and then there is the cast 
and crew who become like family for a brief period in their lives 
-  a period they will always remember. 
    Now it is time for me to step down as President and Clerk of 
the Works for the renovations and hand over the reins after many 
wonderful and challenging years.  Will I disappear? Of course 
not!  Theater and the arts get in your blood and never leaves. At 
this point in CTP's history, I feel that we have spread our wings 
and built a firm foundation to carry forth our new mission of 
not only providing theater but other art forms - music, art, dance.  
The committees for SLCA/CTP are strong.  We are revising our 
by-laws and creating a new 3-5 year plan.  We have such a 
variety of programs and continue to develop our audiences - who 
even come from Texas - and the performers from as far away as 
Scotland. 
    It is time to celebrate with the CTP members and alumni 
beginning with the cake cutting on June 4th at 7pm prior to the 
North Sea Gas concert.  I am proud of our accomplishments and 
thank each and every one, for you have been a part of it. 

 
                                           - Joan Fuess, President 

The Inner CircleThe Inner CircleThe Inner CircleThe Inner Circle    
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  Circle Theatre Players 25th Anniversary Celebration will 
begin on June 4 with a very  unique event.  Joining us will be 
North Sea Gas, a band from Scotland which is embarking on 
its 25th Anniversary Tour in the U. S!   At 7:00pm everyone is 
invited to enjoy a piece of special anniversary cake, and a 
group photo including all attending CTP folk, as well as local 
dignitaries, will be taken.  Then at 8:00pm, North Sea Gas will 
provide a concert of a wide range of fine Celtic music 
including 3 part vocal  harmonies with songs ranging from 
heartfelt ballads to rousing sing-alongs, some  fine 
instrumentals, and some keen humor and a bit of history as 
well.  Gift baskets with a Scottish flair will be raffled off in 
addition to a quilted wall hanging.  Tickets are $15.  To honor 
the Scottish/Irish tradition, each gentleman who wears a 
kilt will receive a $3 discount at the door!   
 
     All CTP people, from 25 year veterans to the most recent 
rookies, are encouraged to take part in this exciting 
international anniversary party!  

Reservations• 674-2007• SLCA@localnet.com •  ticketleap.com 
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     Kids for Kids Theater is looking forward to another summer 
filled with drama and fun as preparations are made for this year's 
production of  Classic Comedy.  This year Kids for Kids will do 
two plays, a version of Shakespeare's Midsummer Night's Dream, 
and a shortened Moliere play, Too Many Doctors.   
     Auditions for Kids for Kids will be on June 5th  from 3:30 to 
5:30 and June 6th  from 6:30 to 8:30.  Any Rensselaer County 
residents entering 7th through 12th grade are welcome to audition.  
All audition material will be given out during auditions. 
     Rehearsals will begin on July 25th.  They'll continue for the  
month of August until the performances on September 9th, 10th, 
and 11th. 
     In addition to directors Sue Frost and Val Kavanaugh, Denise 
Carpentier and Leslie Wright will be costume designers, Glenn 
Saunders and Sue Bonner will be set designers, Laura Piorkowski 
and Laurie Spaschak will be working on props and set dressings.  
Pattie Laird returns to manage make-up. 
 

For further info, contact: 
 
Sue Frost                      674-3149         suefrost@nycap.rr.com 
Val Kavanaugh             674-2426      ckavanau@nycap.rr.com 

 

AUDITIONS  
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W elcome to our new Props M istressW elcome to our new Props M istressW elcome to our new Props M istressW elcome to our new Props M istress    
    

Janice HoltonJanice HoltonJanice HoltonJanice Holton    
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                   Brighton Beach M emoirs                   Brighton Beach M emoirs                   Brighton Beach M emoirs                   Brighton Beach M emoirs    
 
     To me as a Director, the whole process of staging a 
production, from casting to the closing curtain, brings people 
together and challenges them in ways they cannot anticipate so 
that they not only learn about their characters, the setting, the 
period, the culture, but also learn more about themselves. 
     Brighton Beach Memoirs is about "family" and was 
presented by the CTP "family" of actors and crew. We learned 
about the Jewish culture and life in the years prior to WWII. 
We joined together and shared a Jewish meal and studied the 
family relationships.   
     It never ceases to amaze me that though CTP has open 
auditions, it never fails that the final cast and crew are made up 
of newcomers, those who have been with us for a few years 
and veterans who joined us many years ago....an enriching 
experience.  Natural families joined in, both on stage and 
backstage in BBM - the Menards, the Bryks and the 
Carpentiers. 
     Were we a success? Charles Kondek of The Independent 
wrote that Brighton Beach Memoirs is an "ambitious show that 
is difficult to capture by the best of groups....CTP seems to 
have gotten a good deal of it right."  Hear the applause! 
                                                                   - Joan Fuess, Director 
 

 

 TANYS M erit AwardsTANYS M erit AwardsTANYS M erit AwardsTANYS M erit Awards    

                 Brighton Beach Memoirs 
 

 Meritorious Achievement for Set Design  to  
 Kevin Carpenter and Laurie Spaschak 
 
 Meritorious Achievement for Set Dressing  to  
 Laurie Spaschak and Laura Piorkowski 
 
 Meritorious Achievement for Props  to  
 Audrey Trupia 
 

          Not since that Friday two years ago, when we got our 
Certificate of Occupancy at 4 p.m. and opened with Life with 
Father at 8 p.m., has there been such a hard won opening night!  
But never has there been a more successful one. 
     Inspired by our unique open performance space, director 
Michael C. Mensching and set designer Dale Conklin brought us 
the most innovative and spatially exciting concept yet – what I 
call a mix of in-the-round and sur-round theater.  With only three 
weeks from the Oldies Dance until opening night, it was a 
challenge just to get it all put together in time for the actors to 
get used to the different levels and passageways.  Mike and Dale 
put in long hours, often along with their loyal friends, in 
particular Michael McDermott and Peter Brown.  The show's 
cast, crew and families pitched in, and those great guys that have 
been there for us from the beginning – Dudley Dorr, Ken James, 
Bryce Ginther, Chet and Joe Melius, Alan Fuess, Bob Dawes, 
Allan Randall, Gary Holden and Glenn Saunders.  One of them 
said to me that it was like working for Extreme Makeover! 
     To adapt this creative structure to complicated building and 
fire codes was a parallel challenge, one that demanded more than 
one re-design and re-blocking. The last ones were just the day 
before opening!  I believe it was, as Dylan Thomas put it, "The 
force that through the green fuse drives the flower" that made 
Mike and Dale and the cast hang in there.  The support of a  

loving, appreciative and patient crew, and Joan's 24/7 standing 
by us during those crucial last days made a difference too. 
     Many beautiful and happy things happened backstage – 
Denise's perfect, perfectly managed costumes and her sweet, 
steadying presence – Pattie having a ball with her unique 
freestyle stage managing (hey, it worked!) in her first time 
"upstairs" – Cherie and Jan back with us together for the first 
time since Opal – Debra and both her kids – Ben making his 
debut as sound operator and Madeline as gopher – Paul, as 
always, faithfully present as lighting operator – Alina back in the 
role she plays so well as Pattie's competent assistant –Syd 
helping out all the way from Schenectady, and Laurie doing her 
thing with her special grace.  Jeff Victor succeeded in designing 
the lights for this challenging set with our limited equipment.  
Joanne, one of CTP's founding members, was back with us at 
last, and Janine, after bringing out the talents of so many others, 
had her own fling at the violin.  Diane did herself proud as 
musical director, shepherding her cast through a demanding 
score in a short rehearsal period. 
     It was a treat to enjoy the pizzazz and versatility of our own 
Linda, whom we had come to love in City Girls, and a joy to 
discover the powerful talents and rich humanity of Joan, Tom 
and Eric. 
                        Bravo and thank you to you all!                    - BLS 

NO EXIT ? 
 

"Human interaction can be hell. Or it can be a great spiritual practice." 
 

- Eckhart Tolle, Stillness Speaks 
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ArtW orks!ArtW orks!ArtW orks!ArtW orks!        
Children's W orkshopsChildren's W orkshopsChildren's W orkshopsChildren's W orkshops    

 
     One Saturday during each month the Center holds 
workshops for our youth. They have already enjoyed 
puppeteers, ribbon dancing, harmonica playing, and drum 
playing. Maybe you have seen us in the local paper, 
pictures and all! Upcoming events will include Uncle Sam, 
storytelling, circus tricks, origami, basket making, 
clowning, move to music, ventriloquist performing, and 
candle making.  The cost to the children is only $5, thanks 
to grants from The Town of Sand Lake, NYSCA, and The 
Arts Center of the Capital Region, as well as our own 
Center. The performers have also given discounts to make 
all these fun activities possible. 
     Allowing the opportunity to have hands on experience 
to the kids has been  wonderful. Seeing each of their faces, 
some shy and timid, others asking to be first and to have 
another chance to perform, brings a true feeling of 
fulfillment to the kids as well as to the adults watching. 
One cannot help but wonder if a budding artist is getting 
his or her start right at that moment.  Calendars of 
upcoming events are available at the Center or feel free to 
call me for more information. Barbara Neu 674-8363 or 
bneu@nycap.rr.com.       

- Barbara Neu 

GalleryGalleryGalleryGallery    
 
     Sand Lake Center for the Arts Gallery will display the 
ingenious works of award-winning photographer, Kristin 
Viens, during the month of June 2005.  Kristin's exhibit will 
include a creative selection of images from the world around 
her, through humor and originality.  The exhibit is free and a 
reception will be held June 12th from 1-3 pm. Call 674-2007 
for a viewing appointment 

                                 - Sally McCracken 

KidsArtsDayKidsArtsDayKidsArtsDayKidsArtsDay 
 
     July 16 is a day to mark on the calendar as a  
“Be there or be square day!”  This will be our  
second annual KidsArtsDay and it promises to  
be bigger than last year.  Planned activities  
include the Junior Museum of Troy's Outreach  
program bringing animals and Child Find to fingerprint the children. 
Averill Park Volunteer Fire Department will have a fire truck to check 
out and the Cooperative Extension has Mike the Talking Bike. There 
will even be a chance to win a bike!  And the best part is that it is all 
free! 
     Artists and performers will be there throughout the day to dance, 
play instruments, and make crafts, and to just have fun.  Any 
questions or comments, please call Barbara Neu  674-8363 or e-mail 
me at bneu@nycap.rr.com. 

- Barbara Neu 
 

Joyce's M essageJoyce's M essageJoyce's M essageJoyce's M essage    
 

     Thank you to all of the volunteers whose hard work 
and dedication have made this season such a success.  I, 
as well as the other members of the Board of Directors, 
say congratulations on jobs well done. 
     I am looking forward to working with you next 
season – so keep your calendars open for we have a full 
and exciting line-up of events. 

- Joyce 
 

Circus TheatriksCircus TheatriksCircus TheatriksCircus Theatriks    
 

     Hurry!  Hurry!  Hurry!  Step right up!  Be the human rubber band, 
Wow the crowd by being a twirling, tumbling acrobat!  Come learn the 
fascinating feats of the circus.  SLCA will host Theatricks!, a summer 
Circus Camp for children of all ages.  Learn to juggle without breaking 
anything, do acrobatics you thought were impossible, clowning around 
and loving it, and a whole bunch more.  Amaze your family and friends 
by performing your own circus on the last day of camp! 
   Sean Fagan has hosted his Circus Camp at the Doan Stuart School, 
Cohoes Music Hall, and for the past four years at the Arts Center of the 
Capital District in Troy.  Children are thrilled and parents are stunned 
by what is learned in a week.  Circus Camp will be held July 18-22.  A 
Circus workshop will also be held June 25 from 1-2 as  part of our 
monthly children's series, ArtWorks!.  If your child would like to 
participate in Circus Camp July 18-23 or our June 25 ArtWorks! 
workshop, please call the center at 674-2007 or e-mail Barbara Neu at 
bneu@nycap.rr.com. 

- Mikki McSherry 

Holiday Artist FairHoliday Artist FairHoliday Artist FairHoliday Artist Fair    
 

     Plans are being made for The Second Annual Holiday 
Artist Fair, November 12th, 11am-4pm.  Last year's artists 
are all returning, as well as 8 others.  In addition to 
pottery, photography, jewelry, etchings, collage printing, 
engravings, natural fiber products, ceramics, and 
watercolors, there will be a lampworks glassblower, 
chenille weaver, metalsmith, onyx and teak crafter, and 
cloisienne/enamel jeweler.  Save the date – a perfect 
opportunity for gift-buying! 

- Barbara Chesnut 
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The CompleThe CompleThe CompleThe Compleaaaatttt H istory of CTP's Early Years H istory of CTP's Early Years H istory of CTP's Early Years H istory of CTP's Early Years    
(The Lighter Side)(The Lighter Side)(The Lighter Side)(The Lighter Side)    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 NIGHT OF JANUARY 16 —Friday, March 13, 1981—CTP’s first full-length production opened for a two-night run—Karen 
Andre (Audrey Trupia) was on trial for murder.  Defense Attorney Stevens (Joe Trupia) bested DA Flint (Allan Randall).  Both 
nights the jury (local audience members) found Karen Andre innocent of all charges.  Other cast members included Tom Coffey, 
Dave Booth, Nancy Davis, Ann Waldorf, Phyllis and Shirley Clouser, Marilyn Oestreich, Russell Jones, Paul Weiss, Edwina 
Randall, Tom Theilmann, Joanne and Carolyn Smith, Don Edmans, and Fred Erickson.  Tickets cost $2.50—276 people 
attended—we made $690—Bert McNary directed. 
 
THE HOLLOW —fall 1981—first in what came to be a series of Agatha Christie mysteries—three Trupias on stage at one time 
(daughter Joanne joined us for two plays)—also joining us were Andy Davis, Alan Fuess, Joanne Weaver and Carol Rifenburg—
people  seemed to have line problems—cheat sheets in the darnedest places—the backroom, the stage ceiling—Paul Weiss’s 
starter pistol kept our audience awake—Fred Erickson (the personification of the perfect English butler) was backstage with a 
lobster on his head—and on stage there was a lovely flower arrangement from the Averill Park Teachers’ Association in memory 
of our first director, Mr. Bert McNary—Joan Fuess became our second director—305 people attended—income was $763—Bert 
McNary and Joan Fuess directed. 
 
THE SILVER WHISTLE —March 1982—the setting was a church garden next to the old people’s home—Virginia Brennan put 
up a fabulous stone wall—Andy Davis sat on top of it (near the ceiling)—Helen Deyo’s ear trumpet and booze stash were 
memorable—Joanne Trupia (23 years old) played a 90-year old lady in a  wicker wheel chair wearing Joan Fuess’s old-age 
makeup creation that scared the small children in our audience—Peg Weiss, Helen and Bill Deyo, and Ed Weber were the 
newcomers—Raunchy  Rooster—a two-year old Bantam dark brown Leghorn Rooster was the star of the show—315 people 
attended—income was $764—Joan Fuess directed. 
 
MISSING LINK —October 1982—we expanded our play to two weekends instead of just one—375 people came—income was 
$1123—I remember Russell Jones standing at the top of the stairs wearing a suit jacket and the wildest red and white Hawaiian 
shorts—otherwise the most memorable character was Fred Erickson who was the missing link—wearing two grass skirts and a 
bone in his hair—there were no newcomers—Joan Fuess directed. 
 
THE POTTING SHED —March 1983—our first “serious play”—Allan Randall played a Catholic Priest—Alan Fuess played a 
role that he had played 16 years before in New Jersey—Laura Haubrich and Mike Murray made their CTP debuts—290  people 
came—income was $870—Joan Fuess directed. 
 
MORNING’S AT SEVEN —October 1983—we had a fantastic set—two houses on that small stage—Marilyn Oestreich, Edwina 
Randall, Carol Johnsen and Audrey Trupia played four sisters—Joe Trupia’s character (he was married to one of the sisters) 
reminded Joan Fuess of her father—Carol Johnson and Bill Tatem joined us at this time—we had an interesting experience 
because Schenectady Civic put on this play a few weeks before we did—we went to see their play—they came to see our play—
and we all agreed that ours was better!  342 people came—income was $1026—Joan Fuess directed. 
 
LUXURY CRUISE —March & April 1984—we’re off on a world cruise on the SS Andrea del Sarto—Dee Erickson made her 
debut with CTP playing who else but Fred Erickson’s wife—Cherie Mackenzie also made her debut with CTP—mostly I 
remember doing a scene with Edwina Randall where we used up all our lines leaving out not one thing but still Edwina’s Suite 
mate in the play did not appear—we talked about the weather and about what a good time we were having on this trip—about what 
we purchased on shore, etc. etc.—we were about to do a song and dance bit when the late Cecilia Simpkins finally came on so we 
could get back to the script—later we found out that our esteemed director had detained the late Miss Simpkins backstage 
conversing about something or other—the program notes mentioned that Joe Trupia was instrumental in obtaining our new 
lights—we also added a Sunday evening performance—336 people came—income was $1008—Joan Fuess was the cruise 
director. 

-Audrey Trupia 
 

 
 

~To be continued in Fall Newsletter ~ 
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Thanks for the M emoriesThanks for the M emoriesThanks for the M emoriesThanks for the M emories    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

…Paul, who had grown his own beard to play an 
English squire, being shocked to find it had grown 
in gray!... 
 

…my favorite role as the old woman in The Potting 
Shed.  All my roles were old women – even the first 
one at age 16!  This one was very dramatic and I got 
quite into it, even drawing brown lines on my face 
and hands and practicing stooped walking… 

…practicing lines with Allan Randall in the 
sanctuary at the Church of the Covenant.  
My role was his sister.  Allan still calls me 
"Sis" occasionally… 
 

…watching my son, Andrew, perform, 
especially exciting when he sat on top of 
the great stone wall he and Virginia 
Brennan had built for The Silver Whistle.  
To this day I do not know how he got up or 
down from there!... 
 

…wearing an ill-fitting wig in the role of a 
police woman.  The role was not supposed 
to be comic, but… 
 

 and a little of everything else, as well as being in the 
play.  We were ready for another!... 
 

…having powder in my hair to make it gray for The 
Hollow… 
 

…Alan in that great pink gown and voodoo woman 
from Murder in the Magnolias… 
 

…Andy Davis, late to a performance due to a snow 
storm, making it on stage just in time for his first line   
  in Jury Room… 

wife's name).  Except one night he uttered "Veronica, 
Veronica" (with whom he had been flirting).  A 

significant fluff, because later in the play other actors 
repeatedly discuss his dying words, but it might have 

been forgotten if Paul Weiss had not made it immortal.  
The next day Paul attached two HUGE cue cards to the 

ceiling of the stage, which was concealed from the 
audience by a curtain wall.  The cards read 

"HENRIETTA! HENRIETTA!" and the offending 

Peg Weiss Nancy Davis 

Edwina Randall Allan Randall 

...working in that first play with my old 
English teacher, Bert McNary, who first 
directed me on stage in high school at age 
16… 
 

…practicing my lines at home while 
running the vacuum cleaner.  My kids 
were sure I'd lost it… 
 

  ...that feeling of pride when we 
finished presenting our first play, The 
Night of January 16th, and we could 
say "We did it!"  I remember working 
on set, tickets, program, costumes, 

      …doing Mornings at Seven and 
The Whales of August, my favorites… 
 

...Midway in The Hollow, a murder 
mystery, a gunshot is heard from the 

wings; an actor falls mortally 
wounded at center stage, lifts one arm 
and utters "Henrietta, Henrietta" (his 

actor admitted that if he had not 
noticed them before the next 

performance he would indeed have 
died onstage, laughing… 

 

     How about some more memories from other early 
CTP members for the Fall Newsletter – Marilyn, Joanne, 
Don, Fred, Joan, Alan, Carol, Carolyn…others?   
               Send to:  Barbara Leavell Smith  
                 359 Fifty-six Rd   
                 Petersburg, NY 12138 
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     Whether he’s leaning on a lamp post on Fairfax, between 18th and 19th, or 
somewhere deep inside that special place in your heart, Harvey is somewhere 
close by. Whether Harvey is real or imagined, that is to be left to the pen of 
Mary Chase and to each of our hearts. Come join CTP and share in the magic 
of Harvey. Auditions will be at Sand Lake Center for the Arts, Home of Circle 
Theatre Players at 7:00pm on Sunday, June 12th and Monday, June 13th. 
Auditon readings will be from the script. Rehearsals to begin in September. 
Show dates are October 28, 29, 30 and November 4, 5, 6. 
 
Actors are needed for the roles of: 

·  Myrtle May Simmons: Daughter of Veta. Early 20's. Eager for male 
companionship. A bit self-centered with a sarcastic wit. Adds levity to 
the play.  

·  Veta Louise Simmons: Elwood's sister. Late 50's. Wild, flighty air, a 
bit crazy and very extroverted.  

·  Elwood P. Dowd: 40-50. Philosophical and mild mannered. Likes to 
tip a 'few'. A polite socializer. Caught a bit in the past but possessing a 
romantic sense about him.  

·  Ruth Kelly, RN: Late 20s-mid 30s. Young and attractive. Single with 
a desperate interest in Doctor Sanderson. Her personality adds depth. 

·  Doctor Sanderson: Psychiatrist. Fresh out of medical school and 
somewhat arrogant. Late 20s-mid 30s. His mistakes provide humor 
and relief to the story.  

·  Doctor William R. Chumley: A highly respected psychiatrist and 
Director of Chumley's Rest, somewhat in his declining years. Late 
50s-plus.  

·  Duane Wilson: Late 20s-mid 30s. Aide at the hospital. Burly 
character, kind of offish. Develops love interest with Myrtle Mae.  

·  Judge Gaffney: A mature man, retired judge. Old and trusted friend 
of the Dowd family. A 'take charge' guy.  

·  Mrs. Ethel Chauvenet: Older woman. A loud party guest and 
relative. A 'get her own way' sort of person. Prominent in social 
circles. A bit eccentric. (First Act only)  

·  Mrs. Betty Chumley: A meek and dominated older woman. Doctor 
Chumley's wife. Very sweet. (Second Act only)  

·  E. J. Lofgren: Cab Driver. Offers the voice of reason to the entire 
play. (One page at end of Third Act)  

·  Miss Johnson: Maid, one brief entrance and line in first act. 
 
     Positions are also available for Production Crew members for those of you 
who prefer to perform behind the scenes! For more information, please contact 
Kathy Glasser at 274-2236 or justg@nycap.rr.com. 
 

Tea with RosieTea with RosieTea with RosieTea with Rosie    
 
     We are pleased and honored to have Rosetta Kelley, somewhat legendary in these parts,  present her stories and poetry at a special tea to 
be held on July 10 at 2:30 pm. Mrs. Kelley is a member of the National League of American Pen Women and has had her poetry accepted 
by various journals, anthologies, and magazines.  Most recently, Gigi Audio Books has published two of her writings for children, each 
illustrated by her very talented granddaughter, Emily Dorr, a member of CTP’s Kids for Kids Theater.   
     In keeping with Rosie’s sprightly personality, it will be an informal and fun-filled event, but will have all the trimmings of a “proper” 
(well, fairly proper!) tea.  Also, in honor of Rosetta’s other nickname, “The Hat Lady,” we encourage everyone, man, woman, or child, to  
 

(cont'd on page 7) 
 

Squash DaySquash DaySquash DaySquash Day    
 

     Squash Day will help Squash Hunger. If you 
were around the center lately you may have seen 
little packets of seeds in tiny magnetic shopping 
bags. We are asking you to plant these squash 
seeds now and bring the squash to the Center on 
Oct. 1. We will weigh and display them and a 
wonderful scarecrow will watch over them. The 
Community Garden will then take the squash to 
feed the hungry. If you did not get a packet of 
seeds, please feel free to bring any winter squash 
and join the fun.  
     We will have a booth with fall silk floral 
arrangements for sale. Some will be big, others 
petite but all will be beautiful.  Home Depot will 
be at the Center to work with our youth to create 
wooden projects  (I wonder if I tell them I’m 
young at heart, can I make something too?)  The 
Cooperative Ext. will be there to share recipes 
and even a taste testing using squash as an 
ingredient. We can learn a little something and 
have it taste good too.  
    How about a squash-fall bake off? Interested in 
making your famous chocolate zucchini cake? 
How ‘bout Granny’s best pumpkin pie? Want the 
world (or maybe just the people of this area) to 
know how well you can whip up a batch of 
cranberry, walnut, pumpkin, cinnamon spice 
cookies? How about you quilters, crafters, 
weavers, knitters, paper quillers, calligraphers, 
scrap bookers, frame makers, mobile makers, 
stained glass creators, needle pointers, origamiers 
(is that a word?), well you get the idea, are you 
interested in displaying your project in the 
Gallery on Squash Day?   
     Please call or e-mail me your ideas or 
suggestions. Barbara Neu 674-8363 or 
bneu@nycap.rr.com.  

-Barbara Neu 
 



Page 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lest W e ForgetLest W e ForgetLest W e ForgetLest W e Forget    
The Renovation Saga The Renovation Saga The Renovation Saga The Renovation Saga –––– Snapshots of its  Snapshots of its  Snapshots of its  Snapshots of its H ighHighHighHighlighlighlighlights ats ats ats and Heroesnd Heroesnd Heroesnd Heroes    

������
����� “I had no idea when we started out that we would end up in 
this big a venture, ” Alan Fuess began as we sat down at his 
dining room table after my tour of the cozy old house he has 
remodeled with that attention to detail that is uniquely his – a 
blend of his love of history, his eye for the practical and his need 
for order and beauty. 
     Back at the beginning of it all, he had expected that Circle 
Theatre Players, that had been founded “on a shoestring”, would 
just go on being a community theater group like the others, but in 
a new venue.  But then came the idea to make that new venue an 
arts center, expanding the mission of CTP to include the other 
arts, as a way of engaging the whole community. 
 

Highlights for Alan 
…the Kiwanis Club demolition that made a start on what had 
seemed an overwhelming job.  “Before things got better they had 
to get worse. ”  After the Kiwanis day, things continued at a 
slower rate.  “We found a lot of things we didn't want to find” – a 
second platform, the original, under the one they were taking out 
in the performance space, “the great outdoors” seen through the 
lobby walls and the section around the old organ, dead animals, 
etc… 
 
…our first big contribution of funds from the Kiwi Foundation, 
Alan was grateful to be in a position to be instrumental in that.  
“It gave us a tremendous boost. ” 
 
…being able to preserve, even enhance, the historical quality of 
the building, like the way the plum-colored paint and the new 
lighting bring out the patterns of those tin walls, or the way the 
old organ pipes were kept, even featured.  “It's so exciting to see 
the appreciation for what we've done from people who knew the 
building before! ” 
 
…finally getting that Certificate of Occupancy after all those 
months of slow negotiations, months more of hard work, and the 
disappointment of missing our planned Grand Opening with Our 
Town…   
     On that Friday Life With Father was due to open a 8 p.m., we 
had a group of people working outside and another group 
working inside to finish things up in time.  Oh yes, and those still 
building the set for the play!  We got the Certificate at 4 p.m., and 
could notify the actors that the show was on! 
 

     
     “One of the mysteries of theater is how it all comes together at 
the end.  Well, this was typical theater – even the building came 
together at the end! ”… 
 
…opening night for Life With Father four hours later, “I wasn't 
acting or working backstage in that one, but you can bet I was 
there.  I wouldn't have missed that! ”… 
 
…the ribbon cutting ceremony.  “That was great P.R.. And it was 
a good moment for all of us. ”  Alan teared up just remembering.  
That's what ceremonies are – a moment to be still after so much 
work and hope and  disappointment, and to know the meaning… 
 

Heroes for Alan 
…Dudley, Gene, Dan, Kevin, Ken, Dick, Mary, and so many 
other worker bees… 
 
…the Kiwi Foundation… 
 
…Barry LaPoint and all the workers of the long haul and the last 
crucial hours… 
 
…the casts and crew of Our Town and Life With Father… 
 
…Joan Fuess – “There would be no arts center if it weren't for 
Joan Fuess”… 
 
     “It's been a huge success, ” Alan concluded, “the enormity of 
this whole arts center – so many different kinds of people working 
together, so many different kinds of programs.  We do need to 
remember that it was Circle Theatre Players that, by expanding 
our mission, created the Sand Lake Center for the Arts.  Theater is 
still our primary mission. 
     I'm proud of the number of people who have come forward to 
help.  It's become a real community thing.  And it's a place where 
people can contribute. ” 
 
     –  And thank you, Alan, for contributing so much for so long, 
not only as one of the key people in the birth of SLCA, but as actor 
in 30 CTP productions, backstage worker in more than 20, and 
director of 6 – so far!  And always the one who is ready to help 
out on whatever, often at a moment's notice, and the one who 
knows where things are – and where they should be! 

- BLS 

 

Tea with RosieTea with RosieTea with RosieTea with Rosie (cont'd) (cont'd) (cont'd) (cont'd)    
 

wear a hat: conventional, offbeat, conservative or outrageous!  A highlight of the afternoon will be a rendition of Rosetta’s A Garden 
Circus, a lively and engaging story to be acted out by members of Kids for Kids.  Then, the younger children may go outside for 
some supervised games while the program continues with the reading of several of Rosetta’s poems accompanied by the mountain 
dulcimer music of CarolLynn Langley.  CarolLynn and her husband, Gene, will present their “Rosie approved” interpretation of Mrs. 
Kelley’s poem, Cabin Fever Cure-All. 
     The full cost of the afternoon is $5 each, or $10 per family.  We invite all of Rosetta’s old friends, as well as everyone who would 
enjoy becoming a new friend, to join us for Tea with Rosie.                        
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Calendar of Events atCalendar of Events atCalendar of Events atCalendar of Events at the Sand Lake Center for the  Arts the Sand Lake Center for the  Arts the Sand Lake Center for the  Arts the Sand Lake Center for the  Arts    
May 28 10:30am ArtWorks! "Uncle Sam Wants YOU!" 

June Events/By Appt.  Gallery Exhibit - Photography by Kristin Viens 
June 4  7:00 pm 

8:00pm 
CTP 25th Anniversary Celebration – Cake Cutting 
North Sea Gas Concert 

June 5 
June 6 

3:30-5:30pm 
6:30-8:30pm 

Auditions for Kids for Kids Theater – Classic Comedy 
Directors – Val Kavanaugh and Sue Frost 

June 12 1:00-3:00pm Reception for Kristin's Viens exhibit 
June 12 & 13  7:00pm Auditions for Harvey, Director – Kathy Glasser 

June 25 10:00-11:00am 
1:00-2:00pm 

ArtWorks! Nancy-Marie Payne –  "The Art of Storytelling" 
"Circus Theatriks" with Sean Fagan 

July 10 2:30pm Tea with Rosie (Rosetta Kelley) 
July 16 12:00-4:00pm KidsArtsDay 
July 18 All week Circus Theatriks Camp with Sean Fagan (Ages 7-14) 

August 27 TBA ArtWorks! "Art of Paper Folding" and "Basket Weaving" 
September 9, 10 

September 11 
7:00pm 
2:30pm 

Kids for Kids Production of Classic Comedy 
Directors – Val Kavanaugh and Sue Frost 

September 17 8:00pm Squire Jacob Coffeehouse 
September 24 10:00-11:30am 

2:00-3:00pm 
ArtWorks! – "Cranberry the Clown"  
"Moving to Music" 

October 1 TBA Squash Day – Family Fall Festival 
 

 

 SLCA/CTP Board                                                                   SLCA/CTP Committee Chairs  
 President – Joan Fuess      Theater – Stephanie Weiss   Capital Campaign – Mary Hall 
VP Programming – Joyce Greenberg     Gallery – Sally McCracken  Treasurer, CC – Audrey Trupia 
VP Finance – Sara Sheldon    Music – CarolLynn Langley  Volunteers – Joyce Greenberg 
Treasurer – Paul Hans          Dance – Jackie Abbott   Gift Shop – Barbara Chesnut 
Secretary – Barbara Neu          Building Committee – Eric Washburn Office Assistant – Edie Horton 
Members-at-large – Dudley Dorr, Gene Langley,  Special Events – Barbara Neu 
      Debra Roy, Barbara Leavell Smith, Publicity – Sara Sheldon 
      Eric Washburn, Stephanie Weiss  Theater Season Committee/Newsletter Editor – Barbara Leavell Smith 
                  

                                  Denise Carpentier – Costume Coordinator                            Janice Holton – Props Coordinator 
                                  Gene Langley – Lighting Chief                                                 Ken Bagnell – Website 
       Website: http://www.timesunion.com/communities/ctp              E-mail: SLCA@localnet.com 

 

 


